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E Live in an Age, in which there 
is nothing ſo Black andVillanous in 
Practice, or damnably Heretical 
and abominable in Faith, but what 
b is by ſome deſigning or Deluded 
3 Wretch or other, obtruded on the World, as a 
Aatter of Religion ond Conſcience. It is pity 
n ſo nice a Diſquiſition as we have lately had, 
„ Perverted Sounds, that this call'd Conſcience 
Had not been one of the main Inſtances mention'd z 
For when we conſider, and daily ſee it made to 
4 ſignify every thing, even the greateſt Contradi- 
2 Gions, and Abſurdities in the World, ſuch as 
Light, and Darknefs, Sincerity, and Hypocriſy, 
XZ Knowledge, and Ignorance, God, and Mammon, 
and is in ſhort, to be molded into every ſhape, 
vwhicb either Ipnorance,orWickedneſs can firm ;, a 
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— The PREFACE. 5 
Work of this Nature my baue been of the ut- 
moſt Service to Mankind, e 1 
Our Bleſſed Lord has very affe®ionately fore- © 
warn d us, to take heed, that the Light that is 
within us, be not Darkneſs : For the Light of 
the Body is the Eye ; if therefore thine Eye be 
ſingle, thy whole Body ſhall be full of Light; 
But if thine Eye be Evil, thy whole Body ſhall * 
be full of Darkneſs: If therefore the Light 
that is in you be Darkneſs, how great is that 
Darkneſs! Lak. 11. 14. and Mar. 6. 22, 23. 
Bleſſed God! How great indeed! When that 
which ſhould be the great Fountam of Life and © 
Salvation, is turn'd into a Pool F Stench and 1 
Corruption , when in the plainer Language of || 
the Apoſtle, the whole Mind and Conſcience is 
defild ; When they are Sear'd as it were with a 
hot Iron; grown callous and inſenſible of any © 
impreſſions 1, lofi to every force, of Evidence, and 
the cleareſt Light; and Iaſily, when the Blind 
thus dreadfully lead the Blind, we muſt conclude, 
nat only from Divine Authority, but even common © 
Senſe, and the moſt irreſiſtible Experience, both *' 
muſt fall into the Ditch. VVV 
| I know not hom ungrateful it may be to the © 
ET, preſent Age, but it is a ſad, and a deplorable 
| || Truth, that next to eternal Perdition, nothing 
wy can fink humane Nature into a more deſperate | 
£10 Calamity, than Judicial Blindneſs, Judicial 1 
mrſt call it, in ſpight of the Modern Sof tneſs and 
Temper in Vogue; becauſe I am ws 4 
my 3 | 1 
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tie PREFACE Ul 
iy certain the Judge of all the Earth will {zl} 
do right, and would no more ſuffer an honeſt, 
and humble Mind zo fall into what is in it's own 
Nature, a wicked and dannable Hereſy in Faith; 
Fo have ſuch a ſtrong Deluſion pon it, as to 
pelieve a Lye; without ſume previous Villany, 
and Wickedneſs of the Will to provoke him to it, 
"Fhan he would any one of his own immutable 
Attributes to fail. | . 
XZ 'Tis as true in Faith, as ſome may think thoſe 
3 Words are only in Practice, That God is not 
Zunrighteous, and will not ſuffer us, when we 
are thus diſpos'd, to be tempted above that we 
are able to bear. Do not err (to uſe the Lan- 
of 7 guage of an Apoſtle) my Beloved Brethren, 
Imagine it not to be poſſible, for an honeſt and 
® ſmcere Mind, after it has diligently, and im- 
2 partially ſearch'd, and usd all proper Means, 
Fro be fo deceived, as ſome would repreſent, 
T indeed the Sincerity of an erroneous Con- 
ſcience, were made only to ſignify the _ of 
h F K 50 that is, that the Perſons thus unhappy, 0 in 
Tiryuth, and not barely pretend to believe, ſo and 
fo, ſomething of this Nature tis own'd may be, 
*and bas been, Some, by our Saviour's own Pro- 
 pheſy, ſhould entirely Believe they did God good 
+] 15 Service, by endeavouring by all the Violence in 
tbe World to extirpate Chriſtianity, and the Pro- 
Felſion of his Name; But do's our Bleſſed Lord 
tell us any either would, or could Believe this, 
after 4 — and impartial Examination of 
4 (a2) the 
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Judgment, than for them. 
abler Fudgments I ſpeak, it ſeems to me (eſpe- 
That the barely ſuppoſing a poſſulility, of a Man? 


are told is always imply d in Sincerity)), and yet 
at laft concluding fir what is erroneous, nay we 


bly be pit upon it, either totally deſtroy the very No- 1 


F 75 58 
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— | | "8 
the Evidences. of bis Meſſiahſhip ? No he did 


: 


net give up the force of Truth and Evidence, to I 


Complement their wicked Perſuaſion ; but roundly Þ 
zells them, if he had not done among them the H 
Works none other Man did, they might haue 
had excuſe; but as the Caſe was, their Sin mould 
hang heavy on them; and 'twould be more tole- 
rable for Sodom and Gomorrah, in the Day of 


: 


With the utmoſt ſubmiſſion and deference to 
Gals rhe Time) bby dee, ws ole, 
being diligent, modeſt, impartial, &c. (as * we © 
may {ay damnably Heretical, ( for ſuch, many In- 4 
ſtances would prove in the particular Diſhu les mn) þ 


T ſay the barely ſuppoſing ſuch a Caſe as this, ® 


muſt in the moſt favourable Conſtruction can poſſi- 1 


tion. or Being of ſuch a Thing as common Senſe, 
er the Clearneſs, and Perſpicacity of the holy 
Scriptures, throughout them ſo much inculcated, 
This, ſays the Goſpel of St. John, is the Con- 
demnation, that Light is come into the World. 
and Men loved Darkne's rather than Light. If 
our Go'pel be h'd, ſays St. Paul, it is hid to 
them that are loſt, in whom theGod of this World 
l as 
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3 


p [7 — 
E 


* Anſwer to the Report, Page 95. 


— 


n 
1 
1 
Er 
1 
1 2 
e 


FUR 
* 


lid The PREFACE »v 
to Hhas blinded their Minds. From theſe, and ſuch 


dly ike Paſſages of Holy Writ, it ſeems to me ex- 
the Seeding apparent, that the = attending to the 
ze Evidence, and Force of the Goſpel, is not in the 
ud eat imputed, either to the incapacity of the Per- 
le- geption, or obſcurity of the Object, but the Wick- 
of "Fdneſs, and Perverſeneſs of the Will  Flind in- 
eed they are ſaid to be, but tis wilfully ſo; 


"L, © 
24 
oP 

«x 
ps” 


"P % 
= 5 * 5, - 
* 


to got the effe of their incapacity to ſee the Light, 


he- het thro ther Love, and Choice to dwell in 


ve, Darkneſs. We read often of the moſt inflexible 
n's Obſtinaqy, and Stubbornneſs in theſe Caſes. againſt 
we the Truth; but never of Diligence and impar- 
yet © tialiry in the Search after it. No, moſt certainly, 
we Sincerity in Error, tho it may imply the reality 
In- of what is pretended, that we do not diſſemble in 
m) 1 what we profeſs ;, yet it can never be juſtly ſaid. 
is, always to extend to previous Examination and 
i- ® impartial Search The Man may indeed be in 
Vo- 3 earneſt, but the proper Endeaucurs to better in- 
fe 1 form himſelf, are what he is an utter Stranger 
ly o. | = 


* This, the Honour of God, the Evidence, and 
Force of our Holy Religion, with the Calm, and 


If think conclude ; and however a miſtaken Notion 
to of C harity may tempr tis 70 think the contrary : vt, 
rid certainly, when the Honour of God, and the 


has Truth of Religion, thus ſeem to ſtand in comte- 


— 3 tition with the Weakneſſes, and Tuſls of ſinful 
Mx den, that Charity which rejoices not in Iniquity, 
- TER but 


þ 
: 
? 
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but re joĩces in the Truth, will lead us entirely 
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to Conclude in favour of the former, how hard 


Let God be true, though all the World be 
Lyars. 


They indeed who ave afraid of the force of 
Evidence, may be fund of different Concluſions, but 


that it ſhould be thought neceſſary the Church of 


England ſhould have recourſe to other Principles 
zo juſt fy her Reformation, is what all that Love, 


and Know her, muſt hear with diſdain, What 


was it that juſtify'd the Church of England fin 
Separating from the Church of Rome? Why, 
Twas becauſe the Church of Rome was aftually 
Jo Corrupted, as to render Separation from her 
neceſſary ; This, I am ſure, us d to be the good, 
old, honeſt Way of anſwering a Queſtion of this 
Nature; Some may pleaſe themſelves with putting 


her actual Corruptions out of the Queſtion, and 
turn their juggling Demonſtration on bare Per- 


ſuaſion: But as ſhe has not occaſion for ſuch, fo 


I hope none that truly Value her, will diſgrace 


her with ſuch Arguments, As I am perſuaded 
the World by this Time is Sick of the tedious 
Wrangle of this Controverſy; ſo I muſt leave 
thoſe who can make bare Sincerity, always to 


 frnify Diligence, and impartiality, to their own 


Satiofactions by ſuch a way of Arguing ;, but as 
Jam ſure from the Pen of an Apoſtle, that ſome 
have ſuch ſtrong Deluſions upon them, that they 
Believe a Lye; ſo I cannot therefore but Fn, 

| | that 


ſoever the Conſequences may bear on the latter. i 
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Z rous Foundations T can poſſibly chuſe, on which to 
7 ground my Religion. | 
*  *Tis then neither Private Judgment, nor 
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1 | that bare Perſuaſion, abſirated from the forck 


and energy of Evidence, one of the moſt dange- 


Authority, on which I build my Religion; but 


4 Evidence. I know we are told, * there is no 
Middle-way between the two former of theſe; 


Z but as I am very ſure that Evidence is ſomething 


# diflins, both from Private Judgment, and Au- 


eo. 


. 
Lot 


+ thority, this dont at all d ſcourage me. Mei- 


q #ber Private Judgment nor Authority do juſtly 


commence withcut this, and with it they both are 


J Juſti y d. When Evidence is on the fide of Au- 
4 thority, Private Judgment will not juſtify Diſo- 


4 bedience ; when tis only on the ſidle of Private 
Judgment, Authority gainſt them thus united, 
, Null, and Void. | 

And as theſe Things are in their Nature di- 


= fling, fo I can't but with Satisfaction obſerve, 


ii the laſt of them only is chiefly appeal d to by 


2? the Holy Writers, That ſays St. John, which 


was from the Beginning, which we have heard, 
> which we have ſeen with our Eyes, which we 
have looked upon, and our Hands have hand- 
led of the Word of Life. For the Life was 
manifeſted, and we have ſeen it, and bear Wit- 
neſs, and ſhew unto you that Eternal Life 


which was with the Father, and was manifeſted 
1 (a4) to 


y”=_ 


Os ERDnae — — — — 
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vii The PREFACE, 


to us. That which we have ſeen, and heard, 
declare we unto you, that ye alſo may haye 
Fellowſhip with us, Tic neither the force of. 'Þ 
Private Judgment, nor Authority,» but that of * 
Evidence, the Apoſile here ſs earneſtly Iays a ſtreſs 
upon; and as this is the only Argument that 
ought to determine all diſpute; ſo tis the a" A 


only juſtly commencing from Evidence, it may be 
reaſonably hop d, nothing will be urg'd for the 
future, in favour of either Authority, or Private 
Judgment, but what is thus ſupported, Ho- 
ever Papiſts on one Hand, or Sectariſts on 
the other may like this, it ought to be inſiſted by 
all that love the Proteſtant Cauſe, that this, and 
this only, was that which juſtify d the Reforma- 
[Io tion, in that moſt excellent Pranch of it Eſta- 
bi bliſh'd among ns, Very ſure J am, no Authority 
| theChurch of England Claims, will diſdain to be 
Jug d by this Rule; and tho" it is od ſhe bas 
72 been Excommumicated, and Anathemat ig d 
bh by the Church of Rome, yet having the Evidence 
4 of Truth to ſupport her Practice, She has vos 4 


Rule by which either private Perſuaſion, or pub. 
, lick Authority, can be truly muſtfy'd. This will C 
| abundantly ſecure us from the vam Pretences of * 
| Popery on the one fide, and the noleſs dange- © 
1 rous Deluſrons of Enthuſiaſm on the other. To © 
j this 1eſt let us bring all our Debates, and as they, 7 
it agree, or diſagree with this Touch, let us ac- © 
10 cordingly determine. EE 3 
ol Loth Authority, and Private Judgment then 
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Victle regarded their empty Terrors. Not that ſhe 
has a light Opinion of the Dreadful Sentence 
ef Excommunication, when it is juſtly pronoumc d 
y the Miniſters of Chriſt, tho as ſome are fond 
to call them, they are but Men; Men Weak, and 
Fallible like eur ſelves; but becauſe ſhe knows by 
t be Evidence of Divine Truth, the Sentence is un- d 
gut, They that either cannot, or will not diſtin- 
ęguiſb between juſt, and unjuſt, may indeed male 
all Excommunications a-like, and ſo tell us, and, 
43 they would repreſent, in meer Leal for Prote- 
» © ſtantiſm, if any Sentences of this Nature can be 
5 © ſuppos'd to be Valid, thoſe of the Church of Rome 
- Þ againſt us, muſt be allow'd to be ſo, But ſure, 
| theſe are only Arts that will Confound all diſtin- 
Sion of Things, and (whatever may be their De- 
en) in their neceſſary Con __— do the very 
e Church of Rome it ſelf all the Service, it's Ca- 
e | ſuiſts themſelves can well deſire, 2 
And asI am ſure, the Church of England, to 
Her Honouy be it ſpoken, makes neither Authority 
nor Private Judgment her Rule of Ad ing, but 
Evidence, and that fetch'd from the Word of 
- = God, and the moſi Primitive Fathers of the 
;- © Church; ſo I deſire nothing in the following Pa- 
y _ pers may be any other-ways attended to, than as 
ie _ They bring that along with them, Let me then 
entreat our Diſſenters ſeriouſly to joyn with me on 
'd | this Iſſue. However inconſuderable they may 
2 Ju/tly deem me, or any Thing I am able to ſay, 
Det let them not be ſo far wanting to themſelves in 
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* The PREFACE. 


a Matter of this wait Conſequence, in which 
their Eternal Salvation is concern d, to ſlight, 


and deſpiſe the Force; and Evidence of Truth. 


F bope they will conſider, (eſpecially thoſe who 
have never given ther ſelves any Pains to look 
into the Reaſons of their Opinions; and ſure I 


am, there are abundance that have not) I ſay, 


E bope they will now conſider, that bare Perſua- 
fron will not juſtify their PraGice, If they think 
their Sincerity implies their having done all they 
oan in the Point, whoever tells them ſo, let their 
own Conſciences give the Anſwer. They may 
know indeed fuch is their Belief, and ſuch their 
Perſnaſion, but they cannot 2 they have dili- 


gently examin d whether it be true, or no, when | 
they haue always been either ſo prejudicd, or 
obſtinate, as not once to look into any Thing, 
that might better inform them. 5 

St. Paul, when he Per ſecuted the Church of 


* 


God, was as honeſt, and as ſincere a Man, as 


any Diſſenter in England. He really did be- 


lieve he ought to do many Things againſt the 
Name of Jeſus - but conſider, my Brethren, (for 
fuch you are by the common Ties of humanity ) 
that he was very far from being an impartial 
Man, and examining the force of Evidence 
on the fide of what he oppos d; Conſider 
withal, I beſeech you, did this ſincerity, or 


82 
RAS. 


15.8 I 
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1 


1 


the reality of his Perſuaſion juſtify bin ? 
No, the Holy Gho#t himſelf from his own * 


Pen, pronounces him to be a Blaſphemer ; 


and the greateſt of Sinners, * Ton 


. 
1 
Wh 


1 I be PREFACE, xi 


ran baue here laid before you what is 
J raid in your Vindication, by one of the bet 
Pen, (I ſpeak without 4 Complement, and 
o en, 1 think, believe it) you at preſent 
þ can boaſt. He cannot complain I have mif- 
* repreſented bim E: the I muſt own, [ have 
„ bad complaint . againſt me in the ſame Caſe) 
"Recauſe I have quoted him Verbatim. 
x As to the Advantages of Learning, I am 
ſure you will all conclude them on 75 ſide, 
„ and J am fur from contending the contrary. 
I have omitted nothing he has offerd in 
55 I | Who Def ence, but what Was entirely P Er 
-. 7 ſonal to Dr. Nichols, or what we agree in. 
„ Tbo' I muſt own, I find it much harder to 
„ entertain 4 charitable Opinion of Men of Mr. 
„, Piercess Abilities, than many of yo. Tet. 
I cant but think he will do me juſtice ſv 
of fur: My not following him in the repeti- 
as Aion of the ſame Arguments, will not ſure be 
thought any thing like diſſembling what he has 
he fer d; though ſome Things of this Nature 
by Tmay be omitted; In fhort, Diſputes are in 
yp) tb, like our common Inſtances of Commerce 
al with one another; without ſomething of Ho- 
ce neſty, and Ingenuity, there is no ſuch thing 
er as Dealing in them, ö 
or, The Method of Conference, is what I 
2 rhink may be juſtly eſteenid the plaineſt of 
any Thing in this Nature, and though _ 
1 the 
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xiĩ The PREFACE. 
the Fraud, and Ignorance of contending ' Par- 
ties, this is not ſo often attended with Suc- 
ceſs. on the fide of Truth, as might be rea- Þ 
ſonably expected, in Converſation; yet I be- 


lieve it will be allow'd, there is not ſp much 


room for either of theſe, when i is thus © 
written; becauſe as by this Method we are 


left to greater Freedom, and Deliberation in 


our Thoughts, and are leſs fſubje® to ſuch | 


Amuſements, which may be either Artfully, 
or lenorantly thrown befire them» So the 
main Queſtion is by this Means more im- 


wediately purſu'd, and the Mind cannot be I 
fo eaſily interrupted, or diverted. I am ſen- 


Able, nothing all the Wit of Man can con- 
tribe, is Proof againit a reſolute Prejudice, 
and inreclaimable Obſtinacy , but as this is 


a Character ſo odious none will have the im- 


pudence openly to of 2 ſo "tis reaſonable to 
e ſo 


hope, none will b wicked as to Pradice. 
I muft own that apparent Ignorance of many, 


290 many Diſſenters, of what the Things real- 


ly are, their Teachers think fit to make Rea- 
ſons cf their Separation, is a very ill Sign of 
that Diligence, and Impartiality we are told 


is always imply d in Sincerity. Tis very flrange, 


but tis wit hal very true, that many are a- 


gain | 7 E Pook of Common Prayer, : wit h- Y 
our ever giving themſelves the Pains of le. 


\ C 


ing into it, 
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The PREFACE. xiii 
Ie ba, I know, been one Plea of their 
Teachers, That the weakneſs of their Hearers 


render d their keeping up their Aſſemblies neceſ- 


= ſary; it is pity then they do not make them 


ö 
4 
2 


ſtronger And it muit be further obſersd, 

® ſeveral of their Weakneſſes are of that 

Nature, that they would have been never 
infected with them, had they not been 
Im Al | * * 6 

wic ledly tamper d with by them. Who can 


imagine 4 good Houſe-wife wou'd, from her 


own natural way 1 Thinking, ſee any Fault 
in a clean-waſhd Surplice; r a Man, who 
is ſenſible he ought to Walk humbly with 
God, could think Kneeling an improper Pe- 
ture at the Sacrament> No, no, we can't 


4 but be appriz'd theſe are the Effeds of uch 


tages of, here in this World, it is dreadful 


t think how they will anſwer for it in the 
next. | 
3 The Part I have had in the management 
4 of this Controverſy, there needs very little to 
e ſaid to, I am poorly qualify'd in the Arts 
ef Courting the Courteous Reader; but this I 
will promiſe him, as I find he receives this, 
be fhall have more of the ſame Piece. The 
Mien of Etymology will perhaps be diſtaſted 
+ at the Word * Philalethes being apply d to the 
$ | | Diſſenter. 
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It comes from ene, and ſignifies a Lover of Truth, 
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EK The PREFACE. 


Diſſenter. To theſe it may be whiſperd, as 4 Þ 


Secret, That the Greek of the Word was 


we fuly cmfuleſd at the foft Jerting on; 


3 


bowever it may be excus 


being at all willing to conſider the Matter in 
Such an open and fair Way as this, gives 


me no Reaſon to repent the good Word I have 
groen bim. 2 | = 
Type Work has increas d more on my Hands, 
than I at firſt expected; and therefore partly to 
let Mr. Peirce ſee he is not entirely noglected, and 
partly to try how the World will entertain the Be- * 
ginnings of it, we have thought it proper our Diſ- 
putants ſhould have more than one Meeting: And 
as they did not part in Anger, the Men of the 
Drama will allow this may be, without any breach 
of either of their Charadterc. Should it come into 
the Hands of any who value themſelves on their © 
Sincerity, with regard to their Diſſenſion from our 


Communion ;, J only beg of them to read without 


Prejudice, and that Contempt which their know- © 


ledge of the Author may be apt to raiſe in them I 
Speak not this that ] in the leaſt value, what any 
ſuch can ſay, or do to me; but that the * 

Cc 


and Beauty of our holy Church might not be 
trampl'd on through my perſonal Meanneſs, How 
Hard ſoever they may be to believe it, Ican aſſure > 
them I always ſo read their Writings, and _— Y 


d, on the Account, L 
his proving (as it happend) an honeft Fellow ® 
throughout the whole Debate; and indeed the 


The PREFACE, x 


5 ball ever Tempt me to do otherwiſe, Balaam 


pould haue been in the Wrong of it, not to haue 


| beard Reaſon, tho" bis Aſs ſpoke it; and till a 
1 Man can bring himſelf to this Temper, the clear- 


ef Evidence i in the World will have little E 


1 
Þ 


I ſball only add in the Words of” our Ex- 


4 aig Litany ; From all Blindneſs of Heart; 
rom Pride, Vain-Glory, and Hypocriſy + 


4 From Envy, Hatred, and Malice, and all 
Uncharitableneſs; From all falſe Doctrine, 


ereſy and Schiſm ; ; From hardneſs of Heart, 


1 and Contempt of thy Word, and Command- 
q ment; Good Lord delive us! Amen. 


JoSE?PH SMITH. 
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O U have told me often, 
Ariſtarchus, there has 
nothing of late been ad- 
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1 what in the Application 
would equally bear for Turks, eme, and Pa- 


285 
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them of that Imputation, and they are now no 
longer to be upon the Level. 
= B Ariflarchus, 


4 Ar iftar chu and P hylale thes: 


% — ceeſlant Diſſenters, but 


= gans: | ſuppoſe the Learned and Ingenious 
Mr. Peirce, in their Vindication, has acquitted 


——— PPP 


2 An AnswER to Mr. Pcirce's 


Ariſtarcbus. I MUST own the faſhionable 
Reaſonings among them of Temper, Moderation, 
Different Features,Complexions, Tones of Voice, &c. 
have often fetch'd from me Expreſſions of that | 
Nature; and tho I ſhould be the laſt would 
Vindicate the Ignorance, and Sowerneſs of their 

Forefathers, in ſupporting their Separation, by 3 

directly Charging our Church with Popiſh Ido- * 
latry, Baal's Prieſts, Antichriſtian Prelates, Ro- Þ% 

_ miſh Trinkets, with a numerous Train of other 

uncouth Terms, which nearly ſunk our Lan- 
guage into Barbariſm: Yet I always thought 
this an honeſter way of talking for them, than 
that now in uſe; and tis a great Pleaſure to me to 
find your Learned Peirce make uſe of this Me- 

' _ thod,; becauſe by it we know what, and who 
Us We encounter... 1 

Phy. IHA E the Book now about me, and 
the pleaſing Retirement we are in, gives us the 
Freedom of Converſation; I ſhould be glad 
therefore of your Thoughts about it. Mo 
 Arift. Lou know, Phylalethes, you may al- 
ways Command me; open your Packet there- 
fore, and let us proceed in the Method your 
Friend Peirce has fix'd for us. : ö 

Ph. I SHALL not at all entertain you 

with what he ſays in the Firſt Part; becauſe that 

do's not ſo immediately contain our Vindication, 

with regard to the preſent Merit of the Cauſe, 7 
but only juſtifies the Conduct of our Brethren 
formerly. 3 3 
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Vindication of the Billenters. 3 
_ Arift. 1 AM mightily pleas d you have made 
this Diſtinction, becauſe, ſhould we run over all 
the old tedious Cant, and Lyes he has there de- 
liverd, we ſhould ſpend our Time in nothing 
but. ill-natur'd Wrangle, and neither ſerve our 
® ſelves, nor be at all of uſe to the different Cau- 
23 . Phy, Yo v cannot forbear your High-Church 
Dialect; but this ſhall not Divert me from pur- 
XZ ſuing the incomparable Reaſoning of Mr. Peirce, 
2 againſt your Church's Impoſitions, nor quit your 
Engagement to attend what he ſays: 
Ariſt, WELL then, proceed. 


9 


P). IT will, I think, be the moſt regular 
Way to place what we Charge on your Church 
in the Order made uſe of by Mr. Peirce; and 
therefore it is proper to obſerve to you, what 
we mean by the Charge of Popery on the Church 
of England. By Popery then (he tells us) we 
mean the whole Body of Errors, Superſtiti- 
* © ons, or whatever Corruptions found in the 
Church of Rome. Two Things therefore are 
intended by this Accuſation: Firſt, that the 
T Things themſelves ob jected againſt are Evil; 

4 © Secondly, that they are uſed by Papiſts, and 
ere deriv'd to us by them. Concerning the 
to © latter there is no Diſpute by our Adverſa- 
5y 3 © ries; Tis only in the former therefore we 
5 | | 
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9 * Vindication of the Diſſenters, Part II. Chap. 1. pe 7. 


4 An ANSWER to M. Peirce's 

Ariſt. T 1s is very fair, I muſt own, Phy- 
lalethes ; and if the Caſe really be as he here 
repreſents it, there are like to be more Proteſtant 
Diſſenters : But that the Things charg'd as Po- 
pery in the Church of England, are either Evil 
in themſelves, or wholly deriv'd from Papiſts, 
we abſolutely deny. I muſt own, did the 
latter Part of the Charge hold Good, it 
would very little affect me; becauſe if the 
Things are not Evil in themſelves, it is 
not to be imagin'd, their coming from Pa- 


piſts can make them ſo: However, the firſt 


Point provd makes them to be rejected, come 
they from Rome, or Geneva. So that omitting 


all Cant, and Harangue, prove the Ceremo- 


nies, or whatever elſe you are pleas'd to call 
them, are Evil in themſelves, and as ſuch pra- 
ctisd in Common by both the Church of Eng- 
land, and the Church of Rome. 
| Ply. Do N I be ſo hot, Ariſtarchus; that 
is always your High-flying Way. You ſhall be 
ſatisfy'd by and by; but hear what he ſays firſt 
of Popiſh Relicks. 

Ariſt. S Ay! why he cau't ſay they are more 
idle, and ſuperſtitious, than I will: But what is 


that tc a Church that condemns, and deſpiſes 


them ? . BERL, Ro 
Ply. WELL, but have Patience! © The 


% Church of Rome was formerly reckon'd Anti- 


* chriſtian, as appears by the Homilies, and by 
the Book of Common-Prayer, before Arch- 
3 „ biſhop 
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Vindication of the Dillenters. 5 


& biſhop Laud alter d it in favour of the Pa- 
e piſts, as is witneſs'd by Dr. Heylin 
Ariſt, THE Church of Rome was not only 
formerly, but now is deem'd, by all that under- 
ſtand the Church of England Erroneous, and 


Antichriſtian; and ſhould Ten Thouſand Wit- 


neſſes ſay the contrary, as long as I have Eyes, 
and Common Senſe to read her Articles and 
Homilies, I ſhouJd believe, and know them, to 
be Lying, and Impudent Villains. This I ſpeak, 
not that I am at all apprehenſive of any con- 
trary Evidence to be produc'd from Dr. Heylin, 
but to beat you, if poſſible, out of this imper- 
tinent, and idle way of Talking, let who will 
be fond of it: You, Ph; lalethes, want neither 
Good Senſe, nor Good Nature; ſhow it now by 


examining Matters of Fact: If the Church of 


England do's ſtand culpable in the Errors of Po- 
pery, tis as poſſible for you to know it, as a 
Bundle of enlighten'd Tinkers, and Coblers in 
the laſt Century. Mr. Gil/y, an old Puritan 
might ſay, + The Habits, and Ceremonies us A 
in the Church of England were Carnal, Beg garly, 


I and Antichriſtian Pomps 5 and Mr. Peirce may 
laugh at the old Fool's Cant, and Lyes, as a 
-} Trifle, and compare him to the Apoſtle : Put, 
can't yon judge of theſe Things for your ſelf, _ 
without calling them at all into the Queſtion ? 
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Mr. Peirce is on 


have been complain d of in all Ages, by Good, 
and Godly es © 


An AngWER to My. Peirce's 


Phy. Hey-day ! why you are ſo haſty d 
& telling how your Impoſitions 


Ariſt. T R UE, but that he had. ſufficiently 


Things being Evil in themſelves, we expect Ar- 
gument, and not Hiſtory, 
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Phy. WE LL, well, you ſhall have Argument, 


Our Opinion (Mr. Peirce tells you) is, That "3 


the Will of God, diſcover'd in the Holy Scri- 


ptures, is the only Rule of Religious Wor- 4 f 
ſhip; and that it is not Lawful for us to 


deviſe any new Ways of Worſhipping him, 


or to receive, and pradice any ſuch, when 3 
devis d by other Men. When therefore Re- F 
ligion is become corrupted, and defild, and 


there is a Neceſſity for Reformation, we 
think Men ought to go as far back as the 
firſt Inſtitution , and that every Thing is to 
be try'd, and corrected according to that 
Standard. But that we muſt allow nothing 
Common with them, is what we never 
thought, much leſs ever ſaid, Whatever 1s 
neceſſary for Life, or by a Divine Command, 
15 never to be rejected ; but when ſuch 
Things have crept into the Worſhip of God, 


done in his Firſt Part ; and when he tells us nf L 


ES 


as are neither Neceſſary, nor Uſeful , and 
have become in a Trad of Time, if they were 
not at firſt, Superſtitious, or Idolatrous, we 7 
think they ought to be aboliſhed, And 5 YT 
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obtruded upon us, 


Vindication of the Diſſenters. 7 


for two Reaſons: Namely, that we may ex- 
preſs the greater Abhorrence of Superſtition; 
and that we may not by retaining them, lead 


Men into Superſtition. Thus, for Inſtance, 


the moſt ancient Uſe of the Sign of the 
Croſs was not free from all Superſtition, but 
it pav'd the way to a greater afterward; and 
being now retain'd in Baptiſm, has bred 
ſome Superſtition in ſome Churchmen ; 
which I will demonſtrate from Dr. Nichols 
himſelf, *Tis certainly ſuperſtitious for Men 
to look upon Baptiſm to be Lame, and Defi- 
cient , when adminiſter'd without the Addi- 
tion of this Ceremony; and yet this Dr. Nz- 
chols ſays is the Opinion of ſome People, who 
if it were laid aſide, would be frighted from 
ſuch a Baptiſm, to the Church of Rome. So 
that if the Uſe of this Sign was not in it ſelf 
ſuperſtitious , yet ſince it is known to breed 
Superſtition in ignorant People , it ought to 
be rejected. Thus the Reader has our 


pinion 85 


Ariſt. I HAVE very little quarrel with the 


2 Rule which is laid down for your Opinion; if by 
it you mean no more, than that every thing us'd 
in Religious Worſhip, ought to be agreeable to 
that written Word of God, which we call the 
Bible. Every, even the minuteſt Circumſtance 


that is ſo, or in ſuch Senſe 
WS New, 
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S An ANSWER to My. Pcirce's 


New, as to be contrary to the Determinations 
of this, is no doubt to be Rejected, and avoid- 
ed, let it come never ſo authentickly otherways | 
Recofnmended : But how any thing in its own | 
Nature innocent, and ſo conſequently agree- 
able to this Rule, ſhould by being abus d to ill 
Purpoſes, after that Abuſe is taken away, there- 

fore become Evil, on the account of its having 
been Abus'd, for never ſo long a Tract of 
Time, is what is only to be conceiv'd by Men 
of Mr. Peirce's Light. He is a poor Reaſoner 

| that can't diſtinguiſh between the Uſe, and 
| Abule of Things; and if the Diſſenters have 
|. nothing to ſupport their Cauſe, but ſuch wretch- 

i ed Ignorance as this, they ought not to take it 

4 ill, if they are ſcorn'd by all the diſcerning 

Þ ITE neceſſity, and uſefulneſs of the Cir- 

[ cumſtances of Divine Worſhip, take their be- 

ing from the Competency of the Propoſer ; 

and things which are in their own Nature in- 
different, ceaſe then to he ſo, when they are 

Commanded by the proper Governours of the 

Church: For however indifferent they might 

be before they were ſo determin'd; yet then, 

(the Caſe only excepted of their being Sinful) 4 
Obedience commences our indiſpenſible Duty; 

becauſe we are expreſly Commanded by an A- 

' poſtle, To Obey them who have the Rule over u, 

I | which Obedience if it does not extend to their 
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1 lawful Commands, it extends to nothing at all, 
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Vindication of the Diſlenters. 9 
Were the Caſe (as Mr. De Laune, and ſome o- 
cher of your Side have contended) ſo, that 
God Almighty had himſelf in holy Scripture, 
TX determin'd every Circumſtance of Religious 
EZ Worſhip ; then no doubt ſuch Determinations, 
Fought to ſuperſede all others: But fince in 
Fact, no other Rule is laid down in the Chriſti- 
gan Oeconomy, than that one general One, of 
Decency and Order, whatever is requir'd of us 
by our Church Governours, that is not Sinful, 
ve are oblig d to Obey, not only by Virtue of 
theirs, but a Divine Command. 

Z To alledge what they exact of Us, has been 
abus'd to Superſtition, and Idolatry, is no Plea 
at all, while they don't require you ſhould fo 
23 Abuſe it; and to make the Pretence of abhor- 
ing Superſtition, a Reaſon, for with-holding 
Obedience, is at beſt only to abhor Idols, and 
yet commit Sacrilege. .- | 
®Z BEesI1DEs, ſuch is the Ignorance, and Folly 
of People that Argue at this rate, that they 
e | plunge themſelves directly into the very Error, 
e they would ſeem to avoid. For it is equally 
© FSuperſtitions, and Sinful, for a Man in a Re- 
ligious Senſe, to fear to put an Onion in his 
Broth, as it was for the Egyptians formerly to 
; 17 Worſhip, and pay it Divine Honours. How 
„Men ſhould be led into Superſtition, by ſuch 
5, Things as they are Taught to Believe, by thoſe 
ir that Impoſe them, are only indifferent, and 
ll, made uſe of only as proper, and Decent rd 
i BM | | | the 
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in the Church of England as to lay a greater Streſs 


perſtition, in Ignorant People; even the moſt | 


any thing of that Nature. 


this, to read a Paſſage after this quoted by Mr. 9 


IO An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce's 
the Occaſions they are apply'd to, is hard to 
Conceive ; and if there ſhould be any ſo Ignorant | 


60 
00 


on em, than they ought to do, it is as Certain it 
18 their Ignorance, as that it is nothing elſe, | 
makes Di/ſenters ſo much afraid of them. 'J 

Ir may perhaps be impoſſible to prevent Su- | CT 


Important, and Indiſpenſible things in the 
World, are turn'd into it by ſuch; and for my x 
own Part, [ had rather ſee them ſo, than Pro- 
fane : But certainly, all ſober Men muſt con-“ 
clude, our Church fully acquitted, when they * 
conſider She neither Teaches, nor —— ö 


Up oN the whole, it is very hard our I 
Church muſt be thus Rerit, and tore to Pieces, | 
becauſe ſome of her Members may be ſo 55 | 
rant, as to pervert the Beauty, and Order of In n 
Her Ceremonies into Superſtition, and Folly ;| 4 
and it muſt be inſiſted, ſuch a way of Reaſonins i 7 
would conclude againſt the Beſt, and Puret 7 
Church in the World. 1 4 

GI E me leave Phylalet hes, in concluſion of } 


Peirce himſelf from Doftor Nichols. + © If this q 
be right Reaſoning, why don't theſe Sancti- o 
** fy'd Men hold to their own Rule? J 24 
don't they in the Abundance of their Zeal, 
wr rejed 
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Vindication of the Diſfenters. 11 


to t reje& every thing that has been ever touch d 


1t “ with Superſtition > But we know very well 
ls they Contend for one Thing, and Practice 


another, They don't preſently throw away 
their Bibles, becauſe Papiſts have perverted 
"F< them to maintain their Errors; or what is 
F< more Execrable, becauſe they have been Miſ- 
ft F. 2pply'd by Conjurers and Witches". 

wy Phy. Give me leave too, Ariſtarchus, to 
ly | Read on Mr. Peirce's Anſwer. © Who (ſays he) 
o- does not ſee a vaſt difference between theſe 
n- Things, and thoſe we Diſpute about? All 
y are bound by God's Command to keep, and 
es “ Read the Holy Scriptures; but we are ſo far 
| ; * from being Commanded, that we are forbid- | 
ur g den by him to retain Superſtitious Rites, and 
'S, “ Ceremonies” *. 


Q 


** 


* 


A,. iſt. Bur if they ſhould at laſt appear 
of not to be Superſtitious, then I ſuppoſe you will 
7; llow the Caſe to be Parallel; and what has 
12 been ſaid in this whole Chapter of Popery to 


ft che contrary? Can it be imagin'd the idle 
Railings of a Cartwright, or any other Incendia- 
of Fries of former Ages will determine in the Point > 
lr. No, Phylalethes, it muſt be Evidence, and not 
11s Noiſe and Confidence, will prevail with Men 
of Senſe, and Honeſty, If the Rites and Ce- 
a Fremonies you mention are Superſtitious, tell 
1 how, and wherein; otherwiſe you are Command- 
ect 5 ed 
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Spleen, and Oppoſition, but Reaſon, and Scrip. 


en Modern, and obtruded Corruptions, 
and the decent Uſages and Ceremonies of the 


She gives us a true Account of this "Matter 


the Reformers of Religion; ſuch as Hezekiah, 
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12 An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce's | 
ed by God to acquieſce in them, as your pro ie 
per Governours have thought fit to appoint 
them. We inſiſt on it as the peculiar Glory offi, 


our Reformers, that They Acted againſt the} nd 
Church of Rome, not upon the Principles of | 


ture; and tho' it might be a Stated Maxim with 
Calvin, and Others, who are fond rather of 
Humour and Fancy, than Truth and Juſtice, 8 
the further from Rome, the better ; Yet they 
thought it their Duty carefully to diſtinguiſh, 


Firſt, and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, This is 
the Reaſon given by our Church Her ſelf for 
Retaining the few Ceremonies She has; and if} 


your obſtinate Quarrel againſt them, is not on- 
ly juſtly Condemn'd by her Authority, but by &- 
all the ſolid Principles of Reaſon, and even 7 


common Senſe. 


Nok are their Proceedings more iki) 9 
juſtify'd by the Reaſon, and Nature of Things, 
than by the moſt eminent Scripture Examples of 
Faſiah, and the like. Did they Deſtroy the 1. 
Groves, the high Places, and the Images 2 So 
did our 1 Did they Cleanſe and pu- 1 
rift? Religion in all its Parts? Such was the 
Conduct in our Caſe. Had the Prieſts, and 


 Tevites, engag'd in this Bleſſed Work, the Lü. © | 


cenſe, | 


3 
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Jenſe, and Protection of their Princes > Such, 
0-Wlefſed be God, was our, I had almoſt ſaid pe- 
Nlar Happineſs. In ſhort, did they notwith- 
olanding Retain that which was truely Antient 
I Ind Commendable > So did our Reformers. 

0 3 Phy. BUT fee what Mr. Peirce ſays to this, 
b. How very different the Courſe Hezekiah 
took, was from that taken by our Adverſa- 
ries, will appear if we conſider the following 
Things '. PPE 
/J 1. © THAT the Superſtitions and Idola- 
FF trous uſe of the Sign of the Croſs, had pre- 
vail'd among the Papiſts for many Ages be- 
ge t fore the Reformation: Juſt as the like uſe 
5F of the Brazen Serpent had prevaild among 
er f the Fews in Hezekiah's Time. e 
iS 2. HEZ EKIAAH might as eaſily have 
r, F aboliſh'd the Superſtitious, and Idolatrous uſe 
1- F of the Brazen Serpent, if he had preſerv'd 
y F the Thing it ſelf; as the Church-Men might 
n F the like Abuſe of the Sign of the Croſs, if 
they continu'd the like Uſe of it. So far 
ly there is an exact Agreement of the Two 
s, F Caſes; let us now ſee wherein they differ. 
Pf 3. HEZEKIAH, that he might take a- 
„ A way all occaſion of Superſtition and Idola- 
de i try, broke the Brazen Serpent, and utterly 
F deſtroy'd it: But the Churchmen on the con- 
"F trary Retain the Croſs in Baptiſm, and Cru- 
F citixes in ſome of their Churches. 


4. THE 
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T HE brazen Serpent was made byl 
God s own expreſs Order; and when its pri- 
mary Deſign, and main Uſe was at an End WP! 
it was an illuſtrious Monument of the Di Bae 
“ vine Power and Goodneſs. But the Sign oer 
the Croſs was never preſcrib'd by God, 
ſerves no good Purpoſe, nor can be juſt h 
reckon'd any Monument of the Divine Pow! 
and Goodneſs, So that HeSekiah might hare 4 
ce alledgd much more plauſible Excuſes for hf 
< preſerving the brazen Serpent, while he took 
away the Abuſe of it; than the Church“ 
& Men can for Retaining the Sign of the 
% Croſs” *, 1 
Ariſi. T HA x the Superſtitious and [dolatrouf 
uſe of the Sign of the Croſs, mention'd in hy 
firſt Obſervation, has for many Ages obtain'll 
among the Papiſts, is readily own'd and Con. 
demn d too by all Church of England Men 
But that Hegebiab might as eaſily have Abo. 
liſh'd the like Superſtition and Idolatry, inf 
the Caſe of the brazen Serpent, without break 
ing it to Pieces, is what we have no manner 0 
Authority, either to ſay, or think. That! 
was and might be done in the Caſe of the 8 ; 
of the Croſs, we know by that moſt irreſiſt- ? 
ble of all Arguments, Experience: The e 
of the Croſs, is not only in Fact, and upon 
very good Reaſons preſery'd, but fo preſerv' 
withouſ 
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without either Superſtition, or Idolatry; whe- 
her the brazen Serpent could have been ſo, is 
impoſſible to be known, without the Experiment 
ad been try'd ; and therefore ſo far it is evi- 

Went in Fact, the Caſes are not Parallel. 

3 To tell us, ignorant People do ſtill ſo abuſe 
he Sign of the Croſs, ſhows our Author con- 
„ Perſes with none but ſuch, Where he has 

Found them, I cannot tell; but I wiſh he had 
„ot call'd them Churchmen, becauſe it is ver 
ertain, they underſtand neither the Church, 
For themſelves ; and ttis to be fear'd ſuch 
. Wegnorance is owing entirely to the Lyes, and 
_ FCalummies of Diſſenters; I am very {ure they 
might be better taught by the Church, and [ 
never found any Body but was 10. 

S T1Har Hezekiah broke the brazen Serpent, 
Fre learn from the Scripture; and that it was 
n Wo take away all occaſion of Superſtition and 
Wdolatry, I really believe: But that the Sign of 
he Croſs, as now usd by the Church of Eng- 


| I6 An AN8wER 40 Mr. Peirce's | 
THe Sign of the Croſs being never preſcrib dl 
by God, and ſerving to no good Purpoſe, &c. 
muſt be made appear by other Arguments than 
politive Aſſertions, if your Author expects to be 
valu'd for his Reaſoning „more than his — 
dence. 7 
Phy. WELL, but © Hezekiab? s Act is com- : 
P * mended by every Body; but this of the Church. 
* men is ſo far from being commended by any 
E Body, that tis condemn d, not only by the 
* Reformd Churches Abroad, but by ſeverall 
of their own Church; and even the Papiſts 
<< themſelves, whom they ſeek to Pleaſe here. | 
„ Ly, do but laugh at them for it. 
Ariſt. A MAN that can talk at the rate ol 
Mr. Peirce, ſo contrary to the plaineſt andy 
Moſt known Matter of Fact, ought to be treated} + 
rather with Diſdain than Argument. Even c 
Fody condemns! What, are all the Clergy ot + 
the Church of England no Body! And certainly} 
they do not condemn the Uſe of it, becauſe} t 
they have all ſubſcrib'd, and {wore they believe} t 
this and all other Uſages W ee ee by the 1 
Book of Common-Prayer to be agreeable to the M + 
Word of God. Go we to the Reform'd Churches | 
abroad; what do's he think of all the Lutherans? Þ 
Among them he will not only find Croſſings, 
but Crucifixes too. Away with ſuch Stuff, Phy-3 
lalethes , tis a Shame to common Modeſty. 1 f 
TH El 
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'| THE Papiſts laugh at ns! twould be o'the 
E wrong fide their Mouths, would they {ſeriouſly 
M8 conſider with what aii excellent Temper, and 
Prudence, our Reformers ſtript this truely An- 
tient Rite of their idle Superſtitions and Follies, 
do its truely Primitive Uſe, and Luſtre; 
We uſe indeed the Sign of the Croſs, but it 
is with no other meaning than that of the A- 
% poſtle, when he paſſionately Cryd out, God 
el firbid that I ſhould Gloty in auy thing, ſave inthe 
1 Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The Sign of 
the Croſs indeed we retain, but every appear- 
ance of Superſtition, and Idolatry in the uſe 
of it, we Dereft and Abominate. | 
Phj. HE AR Mr. Peirce, * © This I deny: 
« Every one knows the Ceremony of the Sign 
& of the Croſs, as us d among the Papiſts, had 
* ſome appearance of Superſtition in it, and 
ot} © yet they have not Aboliſh'd it”; 1 
ly Arif. BUT what does Mr. Peirce mean by 
ſe this > Does he tlink by this empty Confidence, 
to bear down the common Senſe of all Man- 
kind? Papiſts, and Fools may think what they 
will of the Sign of the Croſs; the One may 
s make uſe of it, as a ſecret Amulet, or Charm, 
and the Other imagine it a Part of bis Baptiſm; 
but as nothing of this Nature is in the leaſt 
Encourag d by the Church of England, tis the 


7 higheſt Impertinence to mention it. 
[EY yy © he Phy, 
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© An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce 


eh be again, and Prudent Men. ſhould take 
| care ta prevent it. You are not Ignorant 
© what a Handle theſe Things gave to Biſhop 

©, Montague, Biſhop Parker, and ſome Others; 
and why ſhould: you not take Care that your 
People ſhould not Relapſe into Superſtition, ? 
5 . ©, as well as into. Idolatry ? Further, why ſhould} 
ö 6 7 not take away all Occaſions of Idolatry 
from Strangers, as well as your own People? 
Popiſb Strangers when they go into the Eng. 
lib Cathedrals, with an Idolatrous Mind, if 
not with an Idolatrous outward Behaviour, 

* behold and Reverence the Crucifix placed up. 
„ 5 

| 2 W E are not ignorant Pyy lalet bes, of this? 
old Cant, and Charge of Popery, on all who 
are not infected with Phanaticiſm. But when 
is it you ſee theſe Crucifixes, and mighty 
Temptations to Idolatry you ſpeak of? Pre. 
thee Phylalethes be a little more particular? What? 
are they bow'd down to, or Worſhip'd ? Thaw 
heard of ſuch doings in France, and Spain, bu 
ſince the Reformation, any thing of this N. 
ture in England, is perfect News to me. And 
this I ſpeak not only of Things as they ſtane 
at preſent; but even in Biſhop Montagu 
Parker, Laud, Peirce, and Dr. Heylin's Time 
about which Mr. Peirce makes ſuch a mighty! 
| F Splutter : 
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but the Doctrine of the Scriptures too. 
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Splutter. But I am unwilling to enter into the 
Hiſtory of paſt Times, becauſe our Converſa- 


tion, Phylalzthes, is chiefly deſign' d for the Uſe 


of the Preſent : Tell me thefefore where theſe 


Things are, and what ate the preſent Uſages 


towards them; till when, I am unable to make 
any further Anſwer. 50 


Phj. NExT time I ſee Mr: Peizce, I ſhall 


enquire further about the Particulars he menti- 


Ariſt. Do, tis highly neceſſary; , 
Ply. TRE next Chapter of Mr. Pierc“s 


' Vindication is concerning Non-refſtances 


Arift, WE LL, what does he {ay of that > 
_ Phy. Wu r he obſerves notwithſtanding the 


late endeavours of ſome of the Clergy to deny 


it, and run it down, it may ftill be juſtly deem d 
the Doctrine of the Church of England. 
Ariſt. I AM perfectly of his Opinion thete, 
and am ready to Defend it, not only as Such, 
Phy. Tus far being agreed, ſaves the 
Reading a great Part of this Chapter. Mr. 
Peirce then obſerves, © That no Body doubts 
* that the juſt Power of the Magiſtrate is from 
* God; for that Power which the Gentlemen, 
* who Write about Government, Afſcribe to 
* Mayiſtrates, they ſuppoſe to have been 


© plac'd in the Hands of all in a State of Na- 


„ture. That therefore Magiſtrates in Gene- 


ral ſhould have Power, and that they ſhould 
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4. enat Laws for the Good of Society, is ac- | 
„ "knowledgd to be deriv'd from God, the | 
Fountain of all natural Light, and Know- 
ledge. But that this Power was at firſt given 

* by him, to ſome particular Perſons, to be 
„ handed down by Them to Others, by an He- 2 
< reditary Right, tranſcendant to all Rules off 
common Equity, to Spotl, or Murder their 
* Subjects, and be accountable to none for 


<< what they do; theſe are the Things we de- 
0 ny f. | 25 „ Ya | 


Ariſt. T H E State of Nature, Mr. Peirce 
here talks of, might have been readily enough |: 


admitted, had not Moſes given us an Account 


of all Mankind coming from the Loins of One: 4 
But while we conſider it in this View, we can- 
not imagin but that Adam had as Natural a 


Right to Rule and Govern his Poſterity, as he 


had to his Dominion over the Fowls of the Air, 
and the Fiſhes of the Sea. If ſo, his Sons, or 


Iſſue, had not by Nature the fame Power plac'd 
in their Hands, but were, as well as we, born 


Subjects; conſequently even the juſt Power of 


the Magiſtrate was not Plac'd in all their Hands. 

THAT Government was Originally lodg'd 
by God in the Hands of our firſt Parent, to 
be Transfer'd by him to ſuch Deſcendants, as 
he thought Proper, I verily believe : But that 


He, or any Body elſe ever had this Power given 


them, 
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them, to Tranſcend all the Rules of common E 1 


quity, &c. is a fictitious Monſter, ſome People 
love to form to themſelves, to make the moſt 
peaceable Doctrine in the World appear Odious. 
Tis one thing, Phylalethes, to ſay, a Prince is 
not Accountable to his Subjects, for Wickedne's 
and Oppreſſion; and another to ſay, he is Im- 


powerd by God fo to Act. Tis I know the In- 


tereſt of thoſe who manage this Controverſy, 
to Confound this Diſtinction, but you muſt al- 
low me to Inſiſt on it. We ſay therefore, that 
tho Princes are not Accountable to their Sub- 


: jets; yet they are, and will be ſeverely Ac- 
3 countable to God, to whom alone in their Caſe, 


Vengeance belongs, and he will Repay it. So that 


we do not ſay, a Prince (as Mr. Peirce charges 


us) is Accountable to None, but Accountable 


to None but God. | 


THIS Premis'd, our Opinion is, That the 


Will of God is the Supreme Law, both of 


our Nature and Duty; and the Old, and new 
Teſtament being admitted the Rule by which 
we may know his Will; as we are aſſur'd by 
the One, None can lift up his Hand againſt the 


Lord's Anointed, and be Guilileſs: So we are 


equally Certain by the other, That this is Thank- 
worthy, if a Man for Conſcience ſake, endure 
Grief, ſuffering Wrong fully; which we think 
looks ſomething like Man-reſiſtance. But as Mr. 
Peirce has Oppos'd nothing of this Nature to 
Us; and 1 am purposd to Engage in this 
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Argument more igely in  3Hother Place *, * 
this, ” Plylalether, for the Preſent may ſuffice, 
Phy. W ELL, but we maintain, That an 
_ Abſolute, and Tyrannical Power was never 
”Y given by God to the People; nor to Kings 
s neither, by God or the People. If you have 
any Arguments to prove, that Kingly Power 
* belongs to ſome individual —— as be- 
<< ſtow'd upon them by a divine Grant, with- 
out any regard to the Election, or Conſent of 
et te People, we are ready to hear them . 
 Ariſt, A abſolute Power muſt be given with 
the Crown to all Princes, the Nature of whoſe 
Government is Abſolute : ; but with us the 
Power of Princes being Limited, the Caſe muſt 
by thoſe Limitations be otherwiſe : but not- 
withſtanding theſe Limitations, it is abundant- 
ly apparent: The Title of the Prince, even 
in our preſent Eſtabliſhment, is not in the E- 
lection, or Conſent of the Peop le ; for if the 
Caſe were ſo, all the Facobitts i in the Kingdom 
were on this ſingle Plea excus d from Allegi- 
ance. This may ſerve for one Argument, to 
prove People may have a Prince ſet over them, * 
to whom they do not Conſent, nor indeed in 
the leaſt 1 ge. 
A TYRANNICAL Power moſt certainly 
never was given by God, but yet it may be 
permitted 
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permitted, and he may (and always we ſay has) 
exacted of us Subm iſſion, and Patience 92 N 
ſuch | a Power, when it. has pleas'd hin to 
Place it over us. This the Sufferin gs of all the 
Martyrs 'in the World, is a Proof Mc for had 
not God fo permitted i it to be, there never had 
been any ſuch Thing, as a Marty > 
Ph. UNE xs s Kings are nate b the be.” 
I « wh by whom I beſ 12 you, mul they. be 
„ upper tobe made? 

Atiſt. By him whoſe Miniſters they are, 1 
mean God Almighty. 

Ph. WR ER E ſhall we ſearch for thiſe 
4 Inſtruments, or Records, in which God has 
1 Er Specifyd the Perſons to n | 
„he has Delegated un regal Power? . 
417i. J N his Book of Providence. 

j PHY. How ſhall we he able deb this a 
I di en a Right ful, from a Uſurper?”, 

3 Arif, By the Common, and receiv'd Laws 
of Mora ty, and Meum G. Tum. 5 
Phy. WE LI, but what d you think of what 
Mr. Peirce adds concerning the Revolution? 
Arif, THINK! 'tis a way now\ us'd of 
ſtopping the Mouths of thoſe. who are not 
3 otherwiſe to be Anſwer'd. This we have fur- 
ther to add, if the Revolution was, as ſome 
love to fay, founded on Reſiſtance; they who 
made what is call the Revolution AR, did 


9 not 
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not think fit to Call it ſo, but Abdication: and 
for my own Part, I like the Old Word, full as 
well as the New. 
' THE pains Mr, Peirce takes after this, to 
prove the Doctrine of Non-ref;, ance, to be the 
: Doarine of the Church of England, is altoge- 
ther Needleſs to me, who readily qwn it: Paſs 
we therefore to his Chapter = Biſhops. 
Phy. © THis then is our . That 
the Diſtinction you make between à Presbyter, 
and a Biſbop, is Groundleſs, being no where 
made in the Scripture and that Chriſt is 
alone Monarch in his Church ; and that he 
has never Appointed a Monarchical * of 
Government to be Practis d in it *, 
Ariſt. I Mus r own my {elf at a : loſs for 
Mr. Peirce s meaning, in ſaying, Chriſt is alone 
Monarch in bis Church. Do's any Body pre- 
tend the Contrary > We believe indeed. That 
lie has Delegated the Biſhops to Govern his 
Church, ſince his Aſcenſion; but do's not the 
very Notion of a Delegate, ſtill ſuppoſe him 
Supreme, and only Monarch. Tis peculiar to 
Papiſis to inſiſt on a Supreme Monarch on Earth; 
and Mr. Leſly himſelf ſtrenuouſly Oppoſes 
their Claim, What then can he mean, by 
talking of a "Monarchical Form of Government ? 
We neither Pretend to, nor Defend any ſuch 
** The ay e between us is; Whe- 
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indication of the Dillenters. 25 
er the Government of the Church, under 
er Supreme Monarch, Chriſt, is lodg'd by 
im in the Hands of Biſhops, or Presbyters ? 
e aſſerts no Difference between them, we con- 
gend the Contrary. 3 
3 Phy, So I own Mr. Peirce himſelf States the 
Difference ; hear what he ſays to Support our 
Aſſertion. *Tis not needful, that I ſhould 
ZF uſe many Arguments to confirm this Opini- 
on. I refer my Engliſh Readers to my Let- 
ters againſt Dr. Wells. They will there meet 
with a full Proof of our Opinion, ſuch as 
my Adverſary could not Anſwer ; who 
F< contented himſelf with denying the Conclu- 
F< ſion, without Replying to the Premiſes ; 
and miſerably teaz'd his poor Readers with 
F< an endleſs Repetition of a Tale of the Am- 
F< biguous, and promiſcuous Uſe, of the 
F< Names Biſhop, and Presbyter ” . | 
3 Arif, HA D the promiſcuous Uſe of the 
Words Biſhop and Presbyter, been the peculi- 
Yar Obſervation of Dr. Wells, Mr. Peirce's Airs 
on this Occaſion had been tolerably Excuſeable; 
put when it has always been Inſiſted the Com- 
munity of Names. which he calls his Premiſes, 


0 


N 


* 


vill not conclude the Community of thines he 
Contends; certainly, ſomething ought ro have 
been offer'd againſt what is ſaid of that Kind, 
¶ before he enter'd on his imaginary Triumphs. 
: Phy. 


— 


4 1 > 
= ' 4 . : 
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Elocks and P aſtors. . | 7 ; 

THis is the Ambiguous, and protniſcuous Þ 
Uſe of the Names, Presbyter and Biſhop, Dr. 
Wells inſiſts on; and I ſuppoſe Mr. Peirce was 
one of the Readers, miſerably teaz d thereby, 


Ph. I SEE what you drive at, and there-|} 
fore ſhall paſs over, with Mr. Peirce, the Senſe] t! 
of our Brethren Abroad; with ſeveral other 
Particulars of that Kind he mentions; and pro-. 
ceed to his ſubſequent Obſervations.  Þ 
= Ac co R DING to the Judgment of the ö | 
oy Epiſcoparians, ſays he, a Biſbop and a Church . 
go together, and are Relata, as Logician ii 
would call them; and there can be but one 
* Biſhop in a Church. Since therefore there 
* was at that Time (when our Saviour inſti- 
e tuted himſelf the Order of Apoſtles) but 
* one Chriſtian Church, there could likew:ſe Þ 
* be but one Biſhop, according to their own 
* Scheme ; and yet Eleven Biſhops are oy 5 8 
1 eee 


cc 


ec 


Vindication of the Diſſenters. 27 


Lord Plac' d in it, all Endow'd with an equal 
a Share of Honour and Authority *. | 
„Ariſt, Ho w well this Man underſtands. the 
W qudgment of the Epiſcoparians, let your own. 
. Des determine. The Church of England. is 
18 ut one Church, but 5 that ſays Fl: 1s but 
7, Ine Biſbop in it, ought to look about him. 
r Phy, © WELL, hut ſince it cannot be de- 
n ny 2 that the A es had all equal Power 
in the firſt Church : as 6 can't ſee what can be 
„wanting to make this a Full, and clear De- 
i: monſtration of our Opinion f. 

; 4 CAN'T you indeed! but I can a great 
Teal; and one thing among other is, That it 
Þ pughit to be made appear Prestyters properly 
| ſo call'd either have, or ever had the ordinary 


Us 
" 


N Honour, and Authority of the Apoſtles conferr d 
Y | n them. 


y. Wx readily Grant, the Ap oftles 
* were all 1 * 15 we ſay all 9 
ef e are ſuch ”. 

| | Arift. Ir you mean they are ſo calPd, ſome- 
$ [ times in Name in the New Teſtament, it is not 
e worth contending the Contrary; but if you 
* Aſſert they are the ſame in Power, you ſay 
what all the Chriſtian World will Cont radi, 
| | except your own Party. SR 3 

8 | Ph. Two things are to be conſider d in 
1 the Apoſtles: Firſt, their Apoſtleſhip, or 
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28 An AvsweR to My. Peirce's P 


<« what was peculiar to them, not to be deriv' d 
* down to any Succeſlors. ' Secondly, Their or 
“ ordinary Office wherein they were to beſte 
«ſucceeded by others; ; it being deſign'd tofſ8his 
continue to the End of the World, #71025 IMS 
Ariſt. THE Diſtinction is Juſt, what then? 
Phy. © Y 0 U ſhould prove the Apoſtles were Na 
<© Biſhops according to the Model of our En-. 
. ile Hierarchy; or that, with reference to Ne 
their ordinary rye they were not of theſ 2 
* ſame Order with P i 65 ag 
_ drift, TRE Vindication of Diſſenters re- Gi: 
quires you ſhould prove the Contrary. del 
Ply. Mr. Prix c E will give you Saif: q a 
faction, I'II warrant you. See what he lays, 
The Apoſtles never diſdain'd, or ſhun'd the N 
850 ame of Presbyters, 1 Per. v. 12. 2 Epiſt. 
of Jobn 1. 3 Epiſt. of Fobn 1. And, as "far FI 
2s ] can perceive, that Name in the Holy Fc! 

1 , Scriptures, always ſignifies ſuch Miniſters, as n 
were more than one, and equal in Power in ſe 
every particular Church. I therefore wil- y 

00 An gly grant CHRIS r inſtituted, the Order 
< of Rios or Presbyters: The Order, I fay, M 

© it being but one, ſince a Biſhop, and a Preſ- Þ 

" 1155 always ſignify the ſame thing in the 
* New Teſtament. And let our Adverſaries, % 
& if they can, ſhew us the Inſtitution of any 
< other Order than this One, and that of Dea- 
cons, in the Holy Scripture.” Arifſt. 


A 


2 


0 


* Ibid, 


Vindication of the Dilſenters. 29 


Ariſt. THE ſtupid reference of Mr. Peirce 
Vado theſe Texts, after all that has been contended 
eirfſor in them, has been ſo often anſwer'd, by all 
bel he Learned World, who have been engag d in 
to his Part of the Controverſy, is really not only 
& Shame to all the Rules of Diſpute, but even 
> Common Modeſty, A promiſcuous Uſe of the 
re Names Presbyter and Biſbop, and even Deacon, 
ns what is freely own'd often to occur in the 
to New Teſtament ; but ſure then he is not to be 
hel told, not only Dr. Wells, but all who engage 
Boainſt him inſiſt, that the Conſequences he 
e · Hraws from hence of the Identity of their Or- 
Her, is not at all to be granted. In the Caſe of 
if. Deacons, he himſelf allows this; but when tis 
s, Þpply'd to Presbyters, tis teazing him, poor 
ie Man, with a long Tale, c. 
. I MENTION not this in the leaſt to de- 
ar line the particular Force of the Texts he re- 
y [#errs to, but only to obſerve to you with what 
is an Air Mr. Peirce declines, what he finds him- 
n {elf unable to Anſwer, I'll read the Texts to 
Fou in the Order he has plac'd them. 
$ THe Words of the firſt are thoſe of St. Pe- 
ere The Elders which are among you I exhort, 
no am alſo an Elder. Here it is confeſs'd on 
Fall Sides, St. Peter calls himſelf a Preshyter, or, 
as it is in the Text, an Elder. But then it is 
inſiſted by us, that this he might do, and yet 
be of a ſuperior ORDER to Presbyters. 
„The Poſſibility of the Thing, nothing but Fo 
. þ | | Ad- 
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| 30 n An SWER | to Mr. Peirce's 


Madman will diſpute; and the Reality of t 
Fact, in the preſent Caſe, is what you muſt 
teaz d with, till you offer ſomething to pro 
the contrary. n een. 
LCL HE Words of the "ſecond and third T:i 
are thoſe of St. Fohn, The Elder to the E 
Lady; and again, The Elder unto the Wi 
beloved Gaius. Here too *tis again confeſs} 
there is an Apoſtle, and a 'Biſhop, that cal 
- himſelf a Presbyter ; but this can never prof 
à meer Presbyter, as ſuch, - ever was equal 
the Apoſtle, From two different Orders 
Men, bearing One Common Name, to conch 
their Equality, would confound the Diſtinq 
ons between a King and a Cobler, as well af 
Biſhop and a Presbyter. So that to prove i 
Aſſertion of a Biſhop and a Presbyter bei, 
all one in the New Teſtament, ſome other M 
dium muſt be advanc'd; for there is nothifh} 
can poſſibly be drawn from the Texts bei 
us, that is at all conclufive, —_ | 
I Is very poſlible to ſay, Ideny-tlis, bu 
muſt own my ſelf as much at a Loſs why ſo 
Reaſon ſhould not be brought to back a Ne® 
tion, as well as an Affirmation, in Caſes of i 
Nature. Why do you deny it? as well 
why do you aſſert it? Seems to me good Ml 
tura! (which upon Examination will be au 
found the honeſteſt) Logick. And thereto 
Plſylalet hes. if neither freſh Texts be produ i 
nor better Reaſons be given to W 
| Ni 
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Vindication of the diſſenters, 31 


Senſe you would fix on theſe, than bare Refer- 
ences, the Orders in the Miniſtry muſt ſtand, 
as the Church of England has aſſerted them 
and conſiſt of BIS H OPs, PRIESTS, and 
MDEACONS. CEP ns ea 
_ Phy. IN the Caſe of the Apoſtles, becauſe 
* they were inſpird Perſons, and ready on all 
“ Occaſions to declare the Will of God, the 
Churches were bound to obey them; and ſo 
* there can be no doubt they govern'd the 
“Churches where-ever they came. But that 
e they fix d their Sees in any chief Cities, or 
* commonly reſided in them, may be very 
* much queſtion'd,” * _ = 

M Arif. NoTHING but the moſt poſitive 
Account of Antiquity to the Contrary, could 
make me think this at all worth Contend- 
57 Ir the Ancients ſeem to ſay any thing 
„ contrary to this, I ſhould be ready to think, 
6e ?tis to be attributed to the fondneſs of their 
5 


c own reſpective Churches; as it was uſual for 


N 


Q « 


A 


* 


> on. 


XZ © them to endeavour to advance the Reputation 
of their Churches, by fetching their Origi- 
nal from ſome famous Apoſtle, as tho' he 


F had been the Biſhop thereof.” 


Aris. Mr. PEIRC Es readineſs to think 
every thing that contradicts the whole Stream of 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, is not at all to be doubted ; 
3 but 


ä 


Page 44. 
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but Matters of Fa& muſt be Judg'd of, as y 
find them related by the Hiſtorians, who liy! 
in the Times when they took Place; and ny 
by every idle Conjecture of their diſtant Rea 
ders. *Tis poſſible, we own, a Fondneſs of tht 
Nature, might fix ſome of the Apoſtles, 2 
Places they never were at; but even a Diſput 
of this kind, ſuppoſes they were fix d ſons! 
where; which is abundantly ſufficient for all 
we Contend for. iy 1 
Phy. WE I I, be that as it will, We gran 
_ © the Apoſtles Ordain'd others to be P retbyten 7 
in the ſeveral Churches; but that they ap- 


* 
* 
4 

+ 


A 


pointed alſo Biſbops of a different Order fron 
 Presbyters, will never be Prov'd by thoſe}? 
who earneſtly deſire it” *. 2 | 
Ariſt. I it has never yet been Prowd, 
have not the Vanity to think any thing I can 
offer ſhould do it. But that not only the A. 
poſtles themſelves, but others whom they ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe, did exerciſe a Power 
ſuperior to Presbyters, and were of a diſtind 
Order from them; ſeems ſo evidently Plain in 
the Holy Scripture, and is ſo irrefragably con- 
firm'd by all Antiquity ; that as it never was 
diſputed in Former, ſo tis a Shame it ſhould be 
ſo in the preſent Times. 8 
_ Phy. I SHOULD be glad to hear the Scrip- 
ture, and Antiquity you boaſt of. 1 
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Vindication of the Difſenters. 33 
Ariſt. ] AM warranted to expreſs my ſelf 
as I do by the Public, and Authentic Voice of 
our Church, which tells us, It is evident to all 
„ien, diligently reading holy Scripture, and an- 
dient Authors; that from the Apoſtles Times, 
there has been three Orders in the Miniſtry, 
Bis HoPs, PRIESTS, and DEACONS, 
= Phi. THe Scripture being, you know, what 
I am only determin'd by, I ſhould be glad to 
hear what you have to ſay for the Doctrine laid 
= down from that. ; 
Ait. TIS what I deſign, and therefore pro- 
poſe the Epiſtles of St. Paul to Timotſy, and 
Titus, and thoſe of St. Fohn to the Angels of 
the Seven Churches of Afia, as what 1 ſhall 
| 4 cluetiy infilt on. FF, 
Bo rx before we enter on a particular Diſ- 
gquiſition of the Diſtinction between a Biſhop 
and a Presbyter, it may not be unneceſlary to 
[4 premiſe, wherein their Difference conſiſts, 
A right underſtanding of this will conſiderably 
Al help us in the future Management of this un- 
1 happy Controverſy. | 
Buy a Biſhop then, in the Senſe of the Church 
of England, is underſtood ſuch a Governour, as 
ſucceeds the Apoſtles in their ordinary Power 
of Ordaining ,Super-intending, and Ruling both 
P- 2 Paſtors and Congregations, | 
| By a Presbyter, we underſtand ſuch a Go- 
vernour of the Church, as acts in Subordina- 
tion to a Biſhop, with regard to a particular 
Congre- 
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34 An ANSWER to My. Peirce's 


Congregation, or Pariſh, Or that we might | 
found the Diſtinction wholly in Things, and v 
not in Words; * The One was (as the Royal] 
Martyr excellently diſtinguiſhes them) Epi ſco- i d 
bi Gregis only, they have the Over: ſight of 
<< the Flock in the Duties of Preaching, Admi-F 
* niſtration of the Sacraments, public Prayer, 
<© Exhorting, Rebuking, Gc. but the Other are 
Epi ſcopi Gregis & Paſtorum too, having the 
% Over-ſight of Flock, and Paſtors within their“ 
5 ſeveral Precincts in the Acts of external Go-F 
<< vernment “. 1 
IHA E the rather, Philalet hes, plac'd the 
Controverſy in this View, to anticipate all poſ- 
ſible Wrangle about Words; which has too of- 
ten been the whole Conteſt. I 8 
Phi. THE Proof of what you aſſert in a 
Biſhop, excluſive of a Presbyter, is the only) 
Matter in Controverſy between us; and we in- 
ſiſt on Example from Scripture, = 
Ariſt. THAT of Timothy (Ordain'd as mw | 
Bibles mform us, firſt Biſhop of” Epheſus ) 1s what 4 
I would have you conſider. The City of Eybe- 
ſus was famous in the Time of the Apoſtles for 
the exceeding Reſort to it, not only on the ac- ? 
count of Trade, but the ſplendid Structure was 
there rais'd to the Goddeſs Diana. How ex- 
ceeding fond the Epheſians were of this their 
| Goddefs, appears in the Story of Demetrius, as 
| we | 


— 


* In his Reply to the firſt Anſwer of the Divines. 


we read in the Ads of the Apoſtles. So Mag- 
nificent was the Temple in itſelf, that it is cre- 
dibly reported, it was Two hundred and twenty 


Years in Building. In its Length, it was Four 
hundred and twenty five Foot, in-Breadth 


Two hundred and Fwenty. It had a Hundred 


given as is ſaid, by ſo many Kings : Twenty 


and twenty Seven Pillars to Support it, all 


Seven of theſe were moſt curiouſly Grav'd, or 


Carv'd, all the reſt were of the fineſt poliſh'd 
Marble. : 5 5 : 1 

' Tris I mention to you Philalerhes, to ſhow 
the Number both of private Chriſtians and El- 
ders, Timothy muſt needs preſide over, in this 
Great and populous City. For when it is con- 


2 fider'd St. Pau himſelf was in this City rhe 
pace of three Tears, during which Time, he 
2 ceaſed not to warn every one Night and Day 
wit h Tears, Acts 20, 31. and that he was ſo 


far from complaining of the ill Succeſs of his 
Labours, that hie tells us, 4 great Door, and 
effectual was ohen d unto him, tho there were 
many Adverſaries, 1 Cor. 16. 9. tis impoſſible 


it ſhould be otherwiſe. 


T H 15 great and populous My then, crown'd 


with all the Labours and Succeſs of St. Paul's 


three Years Preaching among them, is com- 
mitted by him to the Care, and under the Au- 
thority of One ſingle Biſhop, both with Regard 
to all the Presbyters, and Deacons in it, as 
well as their Congregations. Thus Chap. 1. v. 
D 3 3. of 


36 An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce's 


3. of St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to him, we find 
him thus Addreſs d by the Apoſtle: I bzſought 
Thee to abide ſtill at Epheſus, when I went into 
Macedonia, that T HO U mighteſt Charge ſome 
that They Teach no other Doctrine. And again, 


Let the Elders that rule well, be counted worthy | 
f double Honour, 1 Tim. 3, 17. Again, A- 
gainſt an Elder receive not an Accuſation, but Þ 


before two Witneſſes, Them that Sin rebuke be- 
fore all, that others alſo may fear, ver. 19, 20. 


1 charge the before God, and the Lord Yeſus Þ 
Chriſt, and the ele# Angels, that THOU o. 
ſerve theſe things, without prefering one before ; 


another, doing nothing by partiality. Lay hands 


gain in his ſecond Epiſtle, Thou therefore my 


Son be ſtrong in the Grace that is in Chriſt Feſus ;, | 
and the things that thou haſt heard of me, com- 


mit thou to faithful Men, who ſhall be able to 
Teach others alſo, Chap. 2. 1, 2. And again, 
Reprove, Rebuke, Exhort, Chap. 4. 2. With 
many more to the ſame Effect. | 

I now, the Power given by St. Paul him- 
felf to Timothy, to Preſide over ſo Great and 
populous a City; where his own Labours had 
been ſo Great, ſo Earneſt, and ſo Succeſsful, as 
he himſelf declares: If the giving Charge to 
ſome in this City, what Doctrines they were 
to Preach ; if the Encouraging thoſe Presby- 
ters that attended this Charge, with what the 
Apoſtle calls double Honour; if the Judging of 


ſuch 
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ſuch Accuſations, as might be brought againſt 


| ſuch; if- the Cenſuring, or Rebuking ſuch as 
| were found Faulty ; if the managing of this 
Province with Prudence and Inpartiality; if the 
being cautious of admitting any into the ſacred 
q Miniſtry ; and the being Tenacious of all theſe 
particulars ; if any, or all theſe Conſiderations, 
are Marks, or Proofs of Juriſdiction, or Au- 
thority; moſt certainly Timothy had them o- 
ver the Church of Epheſus, at the Time of St. 
Paul's writing theſe Epiſtles to him; conſequent- 
7 ly. even by the Appointment, and Command 
of St. Paul himſelf: Timothy as ſingle Biſhop 
Jof the Church of Epheſus, did preſide over 
and Govern every individual in the ſaid Church, 
however diſtinguiſh'd ; whether private Chriſtian, 
Deacon, or Presbyter. If any were in Com- 
mon concern'd with him in this Province, we 
2 deſire it may be produc'd where the Apoſtle 
F mentions them; if he alone is Addreſs'd to by 
the Apoſtle, (as *tis very certain he is) with- 
cout the leaſt hint of any Body elſe; nothing 
we think can more plainly Demonſtrate, that 
he alone was the Perſon from whom theſe things 
YN were expected; notwithſtanding, by all the 
Probability and Reaſon in the World, there were 
Hundreds of Presbyters, at the Time of wri- 
ting this Epiſtle, in the City of Epheſus. That 
there were more than One is evident, even in 
the Letter of ſome of the Texts. There were 
Some, whom he was to Charge, Others, whom 
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he was to Commend, or Honour, and Others 
whom he was to Rebuke, ä 
Phi, IBELIE v E you miſtake the State of 
the Controverſy between us. Mr. Peirce himſelf 
ſays; “We do not Condemn all manner of 
** fPrecedence or Preheminence. If the Epi ſco- 
* parians had only Aſſerted it to be both Law- 
ful and Uſeful, that among Presbyters, who 
are by their firſt Inſtitution all Equal ; there 
ſhould be one for Order ſake Plac'd above 
the reſt, and calłd the Biſhop ; we ſhould 
Not upon that account have contended with 


CC 


not that the foreign Churches, which are 
under Presbyterian Government, have in 
** their Synods and Claſſes, Moderators, Prolo- 

cutors, &c. which are by Experience found 
% neceſſary, And if Men had been intruſted 


they had Behav'd themſelves well in them; 
I hardly think any Quarel would have riſen 
upon this Head. Nay, ſo earneſtly did our 


had been oblig'd to Govern their Churches, 
« with the Conſent and Aſſiſtance of their 


*© Exerciſe of their Miniſtry ” *. 
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Ariſt, WE 


them, or Separated from them. Who knows 


with thoſe Offices in our Churches, not bare- 
ly upon Occaſion, but for Life, or as long as 


Miniſters deſire Peace, that if our Biſhops - 


Presbyters, they would have born with it, 
rather than have been depriv'd of the public 
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= Avril, WE are exceedingly oblig'd to Mr. 
Peirce for theſe Conceſſions, but whether it be 
| a deſire of Peace, or the Force of Conviction, 
has brought them from him; be God, and his 
® own Conſcience the Judge. How very different 
this Language is even from Mr. Baxter's, who 
certainly underſtood the Opinion of Presbyte- 
rians as well as Mr. Peirce, let his own Words 
T Teſtify. He calls our Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, + 
42 deviſmg a new Species of Churches without 
= God's Authority, and a far worſe Uſurpation, 
than to male or impoſe new Ceremonies, or Li- 
Z 7urgies, And tho indeed, in another Place, 
he do's ſpeak of ſuch Things, as Arch-Biſhops, 
it is only an Evidence of that wild Inconſiſten- 
cy, that Reigns in all his Writings. ; 
Bux let us conſider the Nature, and Ten- 
dency of the Conceſſions made, with the Rea- 
ſons given by Mr. Peirce for the making them. 
And they upon the leaſt Reflection will be found, 
to give up the Whole of what we Contend for, 
is not about Words, but Things we Contend, 
let Them be call d Moderators, Prolocutors, or. 
what you will; if they areallow'd to have a 
governing Power, peculiar to themſelves, to 
which Presbyters are oblig'd to ſubmit ; and 
that it is Lawful, Uſeful and Neceſſary, that 
ſome ſhould have ſuch a Power for Order's ſake ; 
and that Timothy and Titus, by Mr. Peirce's 

e allow- 


= + True and only way of Concord, Page 3. 
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allowance; had ſuch a Power, (as he afterwards 
admits) if all this be allow'd, there ſeems to 
me nothing further needful to be Contended ; | 
and our Presbyterians ſtand Condemn'd by | 
their own Conceſſions, for diſobeying a Power, | 
which is not only Lamful, Lſeful and Neceſſary, 
but Inſtituted, even by the Apoſtles themſelves. 
Phi. HoLD Axiſtarchus, you are too haſty 
in your Concluſions: Hear what Mr. Peirce him- 
ſelf ſays in the particular inſtance of Timothy. * 
*The Power of Governing a Church, belongs 
* to its whole Presbytery; nor is there any 
*© Biſhop, or Presbyter in the Church, with i} 
s reſpe@ to whom the Presbytery is not Aurho- | 
ris d to take Cognigance of his Miſdemean- % 
% ors, and Correct him when found Culpavle. 3 
Ariſt. THEY that can Con found the Di- 
ſtinctions of Governing, and Governed, and 
make the Magiſtrate as much accountable to the 
People, as the People to the Magiſtrate; find 
this a very eaſy ſort of Logic: Eut how 
Timothy by the Appointment of the Apoſtle, 
ſhould Preſide over all the Presbyters in the City 
of Epheſus, and yet at the ſame time they have 
Authority to Correct him, in Cafe of Miſde- 
meanor ; is what ſurpaſſes my Underſtanding. 
BUT were the poſſibility of the Fact ad- 
mitted, the reality of it muſt be deny'd. That 
Timothy had ſuch a Power over Presbyters, is 
. evidently 
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Svidently plain in the moſt expreſs Terms; 
ut that they had ſuch a Power over him, we 
Fballenge you to produce the leaſt Proof. Mr. 
Peirce can't imagin ſure, his bare Word will be 
Waken, in a Point in which lyes the whole 
Streſs of the Controverſy. $ 

Phi. WELL then, that we may diſpatch 
Wis Affair: *Tis molt certain the Presbyters 
X- who were Ordain'd either in the Church 

#8 Epheſus, by Timothy, or in the Churches of 


FA Q 


5 


of Ordination; and conſequently, neither 
T:mothy nor Titus were Biſhops in the Senſe 
von put on the Words“. 1 
Ariſt. THIS wants nothing but Proof. 
P. Mr. PEIRCE will ſatisfy you. He 
thus Argues. + © The Epiſcoparians, and Pres- 
F< byterians agree, that the Powers of Govern- 
ment, and Ordination go together: If there- 
fore tho'e Presbyters had the Former, they 
muſt of Neceſſity have the Latter alſo. But 
that they had the Power of Government, ap- 
pears from the Apoſtle; who requires that 
a Perſon to be Ordain'd « Biſhop, ſhould be 
blameleſs, &c. One that Rules his own Houſe, 


2 
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9 


vity, and gives this Reaſon for it; for if a 
Man know not how to Rule his own Houſe, 


1 * how ſhall he take Care of the Church 7, 71 


e 
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of 


Crete, by Titus, had themſelves the Power 


having his Children in Subjection with all Gra- 


„ 
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The Care then of the Church of God is com- 
* mitted to them, and they are Ordain'd the 
Rulers thereof ; as Dr. Hammond well exprefles 
the meaning of the Apoſtle, in his Paraphraſe 
upon it. For ſure he that cannot Rule ſo g,, 
much a leſs Province, will be unfit to be made 
* @ Governour of the Church of God. I 

Ari, I Do UB T Mr, Peirce is little miſta- 
ken here, in the Senſe of the Epiſcoparians, If 
by a governing Power, he means tuch a Power 
as 8 now Exercis d by our Biſhops, over both i 
Paſtors and their Flocks; we do indeed agree 
this Power, and the Power of Ordination, al- - 
ways go together: : But if by the Power of 4 
Governing, he means that only of Preſiding 
over a ſingle Flock, or Congregation ; we then 
deny that ſuch Power, and the Power of Or- 
dination, go together. To prove this were the 
higheſt Impertinence, becauſe the Practice of 
our Church in this, is evident to Eye: fight, 
and 'tis what in our Opinion diſtinguiſhes the 
two Orders of Biſhops and Prieſts. | 

B y this it appears Mr. Pejrce's Major, is at 
beſt but an Equivocation ; and may be either 
deny'd or agreed to by us, juſt as he thinks fit 
to Explain himſelf, 

THE ſame may be ſaid of the Medium he 
advances to prove his Minor ; for if, as he quotes 
from Doctor Hammond, by the term Biſhop men- 
tion d by the Apoſtle, is to be underſtood. one 
in the Doctors Senſe properly ſo calld, tis 
readily 
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Fadily admitted, with the Power of Ruling, he 
Jad allo that of Ordaining i in the Church of God; 
Put as it is after all the Labours of : Commens 
tors, difficult to determine, whether by the 
I ords Ruling, or taking Care of the Church of 
od, be meant ſeveral. Twcks, or Congregati- 
05 with their Paſtors, as moſt certainly it did 

n the Caſe of Timothy; or only to Preſide over, 
nd Govern, one particular Flock, or Congrega- | 
q jon; as the Scripture is entirely Silent, nothing 
In the utmoſt Stretch of Imagination, can be 
1 ather d from thence ; and all the Pomp of Mr. 
eirce's Syllogiſm, dwindles at laſt into only 
t beſt empty Con jecture, if not Manifeſt and 
| Herb Wrangle, about Words without any 
Feterminate Meaning. 

WHATEVER intereſt Mr. Peirce may find 
Þ this Controverſy, by: ſtudying, to perplex and 
Fonfound People in it: Believe me Philaletbes, 
4 {hall be my Part, at leaſt to aim at the utmoſt 
Flainneſs. That a Biſhop then properly ſo call'd, 
for ſo Doctor Hammond, whom Mr. Peirce 
4 Quotes, deems the Biſhop mention'd in the Text 
4 p the Apoſtle) having a Power to Rule, or take 
are of the Church of God, ſhould be made 

8 Reaſon, that a meer Presbyter ſhould have the 

Eme Power, muſt ſure be thought a ſtrange 
bvay of Arguing ad hominem , to us, who be- 
Ft Yicve their Order diſtin ; and yet this is the 
[ ay of Arguing, Mr. / . thinks fit to make 
fe of: Or to take the Biſhop mention'd by the 
: | Apoſtle 155 
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Apoſtle, to be only a Presbyter, that his beins M© : 
ſaid barely to tale Care of the Church of“ i 
God, as is admitted the Duty, nay, is 
Charg'd upon every Presbyter of the Church] 
of England at his Conſecration; both with re- 
ſpect to his own Flock, and indeed the whole 
Church, as far as in him lyes, ſhould be ad- 
vanc'd as a Proof, that he is equal in Power to 
His Biſhop, is a way of arguing, which will only 
affect them, who are determin'd by the Sounds, 
and not the Meaning of Words, and Evidence | 
of Fact. 3 [2 
THAT the Power of Timothy extended to 
all who were in the Church of Epheſus, is | 
what we inſiſt on from Facts; ſuch as Charging, 
Encouraging, Fudging, Rebuking, &c. But as 
to any ſuch Power en as the Epiſtles 
are entirely Silent, ſo with Reſpect to their Au- 
_thority, one would think Mr. Peirce might be 
Silent too. That Timothy is apply'd Perſonally F 
to by the Apoſtle for this purpoſe, is irre- 
fiſtably plain; but that any Body elſe is 
hinted at, there is not ſo much as a Shadow 
to ſay = 3 
Phi. HE AR what Mr. Peirce ſays to your 
laſt Obſervation. ©* If your Arguments, from 
** whar is ſaid particularly to Timothy, will | 
** Prove him to have had a Monarchical Power 
in the Church of Epheſus ; why may not 
the Papiſts, by the fame kind of Argu- 
<* ment, from our Saviour's Words to Peter, 
F717 


ce 


“ Aſſert that he had ſuch a Monarchical Power, 
in the Catholick Church” T7, 70) 
Ariſt. BECAUSE the very ſame Power of 
the Keys, is in another Place expreſly given by 
our Lord, to the other Apoſtles ; and it is Evi- 
dent, by the plaineſt, and moſt undeniable 
Facts, they were Coordinate in Power. Let Mr. 
Peirce produce the ſame Reaſons in the Caſe of 
Timothy, and the Presbyters under his Juriſdicti- 
Jon, and the Controverſy is at an End. 

3 Ph;, You mention'd ſomething of the E- 
piſtle of Paul to Titus. 


3 


Conſider it, if you pleaſe. 

Bs Phj. I'LL give you the Hearing. 

* Arif. WE find in our Bibles this Titus ſaid 
to be the firſt Biſhop of the Church of the Cre- 
ſciant, and the Epiſtle wrote to him from Nico- 
polis of Macedonia, In the particulars we 
find him, not only in his ſingle Perſon, have a 
Power to Rebuke with all Authority, Chap. 2. 
ver. 15. (which certainly implies the higheſt 
Act of jurisdiction) in one City; but a whole 
Province, in which there were ſeveral Cities, as 
| | e may find not only by particular Diſquiſitions 
in Geography, but from this very Epiſtle it ſelf. 
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Crete, that THOU ſpould'ſt ſet in order the things 
chat are wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, 
as 
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Ariſt. I DI p fo; and will now proceed to 


For this cauſe (ſays St. Paul) left I THEE in 
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as I had appointed thee, Tit. 1. ver. 5. Ti; 
needleſs to obſerve that the Apoſtle's Expreſiion MM cum 
every City, implies there were ſeveral Cities inf (,b: 
Crete; what we would therefore chiefly obſer 
to you is, That the Apoſtle lays it down. as the Me 
only reaſon why he left him in Crete, that hf 

| ſhould ſet in order the things that were want-I 
ing. Gc. For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, Go. 
WHAT were the things which in every parti- 
cular were wanting, cannot be eaſily collected by 
this Epiſtle; but the Ordaining of PresbytersÞ 
being one thing mention'd particularly by the 
Apoſtle, the manner of his Expreſſion on the 
Occaſion may not unuſe fully be conſider d with 
regard to our preſent Controverſy. 5 1 
TF then (as Mr. Peirce contends) the Powet] 

of Ordaining Elders were common to every] hi 
Presbyter as well as Tits, how does the Rea-W 
. fon here laid down by the Apoſtle, for leaving 
7 Titus in Crete, appear at all pertinent, ſince the 
. Ordaining of Elders might have as well been b 
manag d by any of the Presbyters of the City] 
of Crete, as him > That there were Elders in] 
Crete at the time when this Epiſtle was wrote, 
will ſure appear no extravagant ConjeQure, 
when Chriſtianity had, by the Apoſtle's Expreſ-| 
ſion, gain'd ſuch Footing there, as to require 
the ſetting ſome things in Order for its better Þ 
going on. Beſides, that there were Presbyters Þ 
then in Being, and more too than were good, 
appears from the following Complaint of the] 
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Apoſtle ; There are many (ſays he) unruly, and 
vam talkers and deceivers, eſpecially of the Cir- 


cumciſion, whoſe mouths muſt be ſtopp d, who 
$ /ubvert whole houſes, teaching things which they 
By oght not, for filtky lucre's ſake, ver. 11. The 
Method to be us'd by Titus for reclaiming of 

I theſe, was not by Temper and Moderation, as 
| ſome love to call it, but by rebuking them 
arply, ver. 13. or as it afterwards is, 


J with all Authority ;, ſo as to let no man deſpiſe 
bim. But this by the by. 


Bu r whatever were the State of Chriſtianity 


with regard to the Number of Presbyters in 
i} Crete, when St. Paul wrote this Epiſtle, certain 
it is, Titus was to ordain more; and that not 
one ſingle one in a City, (which certainly was 
all that was needful, could that one, by virtue of 
his Ordination, have ordained more) but Elders, 
and that which according to your Hypotheſis 


more advances the Wonder, Elders in every City. 


No had it been in the Power of every Preſ- 
byter to ordain others, tis not to be imagin'd, 
in the firſt place, St. Paul would have mention'd 
the Ordaining of Elders among other things, 
„Idas the Reaſon of his leaving Titus in Crete; 
nor have loaded ſo eminent a Perſon with the 
F needleſs Trouble of going himſelf in Perſon 
from City to City, to do what might as well 
been done without his appearing at all in the 
Matter. He that can entertain ſo mean a No- 
tion both of the Apoſtle's Reaſoning and Pru- 


dence, 
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dence, ſeems indeed well cut out to defend the 
Presbyterians Hypotheſis ; but how far th -_ 


Value of Divine Truth is advanc'd by ſuch 7 
Liberties, J leave you to judge. , mi 
Phi. T H E Notion of « Titus's being or. 


* dained Biſhop of Crete, hardly agrees with 
the Sentiments of the Epiſcoparians. They 7, 
© frequently pretend, that every City or 
Church ſhould have its own Biſhop.” Sof 
Dr. Hammond 18 Nom | for the w] rxanGIay, "tis : 
** beſt render d, Church by Church, i. e. in even 
** Church, one Elder, or Biſhop. And I 4 
% rer ageoCurtges wil” nrandiey, TO ordain Fl. 
© ders in every Church, is all one With win 
© meeCvripes l may, To conſtitute Elders Res 4 
„Cuy; every City having a Biſhop in it, and ſi 
& called a Church, to which the | > "thc in all 
Parts about it belong d, and that Biſhop having 

&«& Power to make as many inferior Officers as be 
&* thought good. * On ; 

Ariſt. WELL, and what does Mr. Peirce 
infer from all this > VVV 

Phi. © THAT Dr. Hammond therefore took | 
Titus to be not a plain Biſhop, but an Arch- | 
* biſhop; and the Presbyters to be ordain'd by 
„ him are, in his Judgment, Biſhops properly 
* ſo calld. And 'tis the common Maxim of | 
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the Epiſcopal Party, that a Biſhop and a 
* Church are in Relation to one another, and 
f 15 | « that 
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that there can be but one Biſhop in a 
Church. 7 en £11 of Lo OR 
mm Arift. WELL, and were this (tho? it, is but 
at beſt the Conjecture of a Learned Man) ad- 
mitted, the Advantage it gives to Mr. Peirce's 
Cauſe I am at an exceeding Loſs to conceive. 
P). Lou aſſerting Titus to be Biſhop of 
= Crete, I would gladly have you prove it if 
* you can, that one Biſhop was ever over ſe- 
veral Churches at one and the ſame time, or 
* that any one Church, beſide the Catholic, 
«* was ever made up of ſeveral Churches. 
Ariſt. H As it been aſſerted by me, That the 
Church of Crete (tho it conſiſted of a whole 
Province, in which were ſeveral Cities) was L 
any more than one Church? So I calld it, 8 
and ſo I ſhall believe it, till I ſee the Amanu- 15 
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enſis of the Epiſtle, whoever he was, prov'd a 5 
Lyar. By him we are expreſly told, It was 20 


written to Titus, ordained the firſs Biſhop f $ 
{ the Church (not the Churches) of the Cretians, | 
' from Nicopolis of Macedonia. 9 aut 10 
3 To prove ſeveral particular Churches make 
but one particular Church, were, I own, like 
attempting to prove two or three to be one; 
but to prove that Tizus, at the time when this 
Epiſtle was writ, preſided over all the Chriſtians 
in Crete, however diſtinguiſh'd, there ſeems to 
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me no more nec ſary, than only to read the 


Ep iſtle. 


Phi. YoU R manner of Expreſſion i is quite 


IM different from the New Teſtament. There 


“is not one Place in the New Teſtament, where 


'the Chriſtians of two. or more Cities are call- 
* ed a Church in the ſingular Number, as tlio 
they made but one Church. The Chriſtians 
e of the ſame City are always calPd a Church; 
but thoſe of the Country are conſtantly 


CC. 


term'd the Churches. So we read of, not 


„the Church, but the Churches of Fudea, 
6c Macedonia, Apa, Galatia, &c. * 
- Ariſt. L BELIE VE, Philolet hes, this may 
be a good general Rule enough, but 'tis not, 
u ſee, without its Exception; witneſs the 
Church of Crete, of which we were ** now 


Bur were it admitted Titus had more 
Churches as well as Cities under his Care, khan 
one, I am very much miſtaken if I have not read 
of another Biſhop in the Scripture, who had 


ſelves in ſome particular Sees ; yet, in my Opi- 
mon, in the firſt and earlieft Progreſs of their 
21 5 f, 
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the ſame, St. Paul, I think, tells us, he had 
the care of all the Churches; and tho' from the 
Accounts of the beſt Eccleſia ſtical Writers, we 
have reaſon to think ſome of the Apoſtles to-“ 
wards the latter end of their Lives aid fix them- | 
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Miniſtry, their Abode was entirely providen- 
tial, and determin d by the different Exigencies 
of the whole Catholick Church. 

As to the Opinion of the Church of Eig land 
(whatever Mr, Prirc may ſay to the ry 
who always, it ſeems, knows the Senſe of tha 


vincial, as well as Dioceſan Churches, and 

wants not the Inſtances of Canterbury and York 

to equal that of Crete. : 
Phi. © IF the E piſcopal Authority in the 
<« Iſland of Crete was, according to yout No- 


rere the Cyetians to do upon his Death 7 
„Who then would have the Power of Chuſing 
and Ordaining a new Biſhop ? ? I can hardly 


cc 
0 
(13 
cc 


6 


the Churches, as that they had not ſeverally 
a Power within themſelves of continuing that 
Order which he ſettled among them; And 
* was there no other Reaſon, I could not eaſily 
“ fall into the Epiſcopal Scheme; according to 
which no Church is, ot can be fo conſtituted, 
aas to be able to ſubſiſt without the help of 
„Strangers, but utterly loſes the Power of 
* Ordination as often as 1 — Biſhop dies, * 
2 Ariſt. WHAT were they to do on the Death 


E 2 bx 


«© 
wy, 
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Epiſcoparians better than the y do themſelves) 
it is evident in Fact, ſhe has a Notion of Pro- 


6 tion, committed to none but Tits; what 


think the Apoſtle ſo manay'd the Affairs of 


* Titus? Wa have another Biſhop, put in 
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by the ſame, or ſome other Apoſtle, if they were 
living; without they had a mind, in the Senſe 
of St. Ignatius, to be no Church; for he is 
very peremptory, without a Biſhop, Presbyters, 
and Deacons, there is no Church *, Should we 
ſuppoſe the Caſe of all the Apoſtles Deceaſe ; 
as to the Power of Ordaining, *twas lodg'd in 
every other Biſhop where-ever he preſided; as 
to the Choice of the particular Perſon, you may 
lodge it in the whole Presbytery of Crete, or a 
_ and his Chapter of Presbyters, which you 

naſe, + 4 3 8 
; WHAT Mr, Peirce can hardly think, is very 
little to the purpoſe. We daily experience ſome 
Men find it very hard to think, at leaſt acknow- 
ledge the Truth. I hope in God, Men of his 
Kidney will find it not eaſy to fall into, how- 
ever they may with the Epiſcopal Scheme. But 
why he ſhould be at ſuch a mighty Loſs, as to 
think our Church cannot poſſibly ſiabſiſt on the 
Death of a Biſhop, is very ſtrange, ſince daily 
Experience convinces us, the Vacancy is ſoon 
fill'd up, and ſtrangely too ſome have lately 
thought, 31 . 1 

IF the Power of Ordination on the Death of 
a Biſhop ceaſes in that particular Dioceſe, it 
does not in all the World. Let not Mr. Peirce 
then make this ſuch a mighty Difficulty, but 
be glad of the help of Strangers, if they muſt 
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Vindication of the Diſſenters. 53 
be call'd ſo, becauſe Mortality no body can 

Phi. CyRyY$SOSTOM, Oecumenius, The- 
0 ophyla@, | and Theodorit, all teſtify, as I ſhall 
cc ſhew, that the Apoſtle would not commit ſo 


large an Iſland to one Man.“ 


Ariſt. VE R well, Philalethes; I ſhall be 
glad to ſee their Teſtimonies, when you are 
pleas'd to ſhew them; tho I muſt own, I ſhould 
believe the Teſtimony of St. Paul to Titus 
before any of them. | 

Phi. WELL, © but whoever reads the Epi- 


« {tle to Titus without any Party-Biaſs, pre- 


< ſently ſees he was not fixt there by St. Paul, 
* as the ordinary Biſhop of the Cretians; but 
* was only left there for ſome Services neceſ- 


* 


„ fary to be performd at that particular 
= © time. | 


Ariſt. You will eaſily collect I am of a con- 


trary Mind. There is this Difference at leaſt | 


between us, I have given my Reaſons ; here, at 
moſt, is nothing but poſitive Aﬀertion. 
Phi. Bur mind, Ariſtazchus, Mr. Pierce does 


give his Reaſons, tho' perhaps you may not 
care to hear them. 5 


Ariſt. INDEED you are miſtaken, Philale- 
thes ;, prithee let's hear them. 


Phi. Why, he tells you, the Apoſtles 
* travelling thro' various Countries, preach'd 


* 


— 
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4 An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce's 

e the Goſpel-where-ever they came, and then 
te thoſe whom they converted, they form'd into 
Churches; and of theſe F irſt-Fruits they 
c“ ordain'd ſome to be Biſhops, and ſome to be 
« Deacons; chuſing and diſcerning them by the 
Spirit, as 5 Clement of Rome tells us. 
Ariſt. 8 o! and this you call Reaſoning ? 


8 


* 


* 


* 


ce 


have Patience to hear me out. 


Mr. Peirce, or who will, talk in this ſtupid 
manner, [ can't bear, Philalethes, to ſee You 
diſguiſe your better Senſe with the dull Repe- 
tition, 

Phi. PUG * but prithee hear me out. He 
goes on, And yet ſince ſuch young Beginners 
** were not immediately upon their Converſion 
ſo fit to diſcharge the Sacred Function, they 
were train d up to it by Teaching, Exerciſe, 
tand Study; for which, T'ime was requiſite, 
; Mage 1 Apoſtle, while the extraordina- 


* 
40 


* 


£c 


* 


C 


Ge 


© Diary forbids the Obfioation of a Novice, 
e 


this is profound! 1 


1 Ibid, 


Phi. NA v, but you break in upon one . 


Ari, WE R E it my Grandmother, I 
ſhould think this natural enough; but let 


Ariſt. S o that when theſe extraorlinary Gifts 
ceaſed, a Novice might be ordain' ct? Well! 


Phi. 


1 


Gifts of the Spirit abounded in the 
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Phi. WE L IL, but hear what he ſays: 
When the Apoſtle was making haſte to viſit 
other Regions, he could not, for want of 
3 © Time, ordain Biſhops for all the Crerians, 
and ſet ſome, other things in Order, that 
I © were wanting among them. Hence he gives 
= < Commandment to Titus, his Companion in 
Travelling, to ſtay and take care of thoſe 
things. For this cauſe left I thee in Crete, 
that thou ſhould'ft ſet in order the things that 
are wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, 
as I bad appointed thee, He did not there- 
fore ſettle him as Biſhop of Crete, but left 
him there according to the preſent Exigence 
of Affairs, that when he had diſpatch'd thoſe 
Affairs, he might make haſte to be with him 
again; as is plain by what he ſays Chap. 3. 
12. When I ſhall ſend Artemas to thee, or 
Tychicus, be diligent to come unto me to Ni- 
4 <© copolis; fer I have determined there to win- 
„ ter. And if Titus muſt therefore be call'd 
4 the Biſhop of Crete, becauſe he was left there 
„ by the Apoſtle ; why may he not by the 
„ ſame Reaſon be reckon'd the Biſhop of Dal- 
= < matia, ſince he ſeems to have been ſent thi- 
| 1 « therd * | 
Ariſt. AN p this we muſt take then for Argu- 
3 ment; Titus was left in Cete, and afterwards went 
to ſee the Apoſtle at Nicopolis, therefore he was 
| VVT 
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cannot for the Life of me form any Notion of 
vour Friend Pierce's Logic. Was it not poſſible 


Dalmatia? Where is the Difficulty of all theſe 


ſtands inexcuſable. 


— 


9 An ANS WE R to Mr. P elrce's\ 


not a fx d Biſhop there by the Apoſtle. Prithee, 
Philalethes, reduce it to Mode and Figure; J 


for Titus to have been fix d Biſhop over the 
Cretians all his Life-time, and yet have been 
left there at firſt by the Apoſtle, and afterwards 
ſee the Apoſtle again at Nicopolis? Nay, and 
not only ſeem, but be really ſent by him to 


Suppoſitions, or the leaſt Inconſiſtency in them 
from what we contend for > 


Phi. WELL, but you have not anſwer'd Þ 
the laſt Queſtion, Why he might not be reckon'd Þ* 
. Biſhop of Dalmatia, xa ol 
Ariſt. T RU E; and Tam able to give no other 
Reaſon than this, that the Epiſtle wrote to him 
by St. Paul, ſpeaks of his Authority over the 
Cretians, but not a Word of Dalmatia, tho he 


might be ſent thither. In ſhort, we think in 


the Caſe of Titus, we have a plain Example of | 


that Power and Authority we contend for as pes "x 


culiar to a Biſhop; conſequently our Engliſs Þ# 
Hierarchy is abundantly juſtify'd, and Mr, 
Peirce's, and others Diſobedience to it, yet 


Phi. * WE need not be told this is the 


* Opinion of the Abetters of the Hierarchy : | 
* But that is here taken for granted, which is 


* the main thing that wants to be proved. You 
are of Opinion, there were ſome Presbyters 
. whoa 
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e who had not the Power of Ordaining grant- 
ed to them; which is the chief, if not the 
only Point here in Debate, But he is miſ- 


ſent to this kind of fallacious Concluſions. 
In a Word, I deny there are any ſuch Preſ- 
byters mention'd in the holy Scriptures. As 
for thoſe ordain'd by Titus, I will preſently 
ſhew they had the Power of Ordination. In 
the mean time I think it worth remarking, 
That as Chriſt at firſt appointed not a Mo- 
narchical, but an Ariſtocratical Form of Go- 
vernment in his Church (which appears from 


2 . 


19, 20.) fo the Apoſtles were very careful 
(as we learn from the AFs) after his Aſcen- 


„ velld up and down the World, and order'd 
4 © Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, not alone, but being 


„ accompany'd by ſome Presbyters. Whence 
| © there is no reaſon to believe, that Titus alone 


was to ordain Elders among the Cretians. 


„ Adminiſtrations ; but if all things had been 
committed to his Management alone, for 
„what purpoſe were Zenas and Apollos left 
with him in Crete by the Apoſtle? * 

3 Ariſt, You need not be told? but you ought 
to be told of theſe ſtupid Repetitions. We are 
4 | | not 


1 
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taken who expects to find us fo eaſy to aſ- 


what I have already ſaid, and Marr. 18. 18, 


ſion to retain the ſame ; who therefore tra- 


! 6 Titus, I confeſs, had the chief Hand in all 
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not only of Opinion, but have given the Reaſon 
of this Opinion, that ſome Presbyters, particu- 
_ Þrly thoſe order'd in this Epiſtle to Titus to 
be ordain'd, had not the Power of Ordination. 
This we think is apparent by there being ſo 
many ordain'd of them in every City, and from 
Titus himſelf being left in Crete for this Reaſon, 
that he might go in Perſon to ordain them; 
which ſurely were entirely needleſs, had the 
Power of Ordination been common to every 
Presbyter. N 
H E, I believe indeed, is miſtaken in Mr. Peirce, 
that expects the plaineſt Evidence in the World 
ſhould determine him contrary to the vile Cauſe 
re is engag'd for; but I hope better things of 
Philalethes, and therefore ſhall omit no Pains 
for his Satisfaction. His flatly denying ſuch to 
be the Caſe of Presbyters we contend, can't be 
expected to carry any Weight with me; and 
his only poſitive ſaying, the Elders ordain'd by 
Titus had the Power of Ordination, muſt be the 
ſame, till his Proof be produc'd. The fine 
Argument he draws from the Power of Govern- 
ment in Presbyters, is the Proof, I ſuppoſe, he 
alludes to; but how effectual, you may remem- 
ber in our Diſpute on the Epiſtles to Timothy. 
Hts interval Remark about the Ariſtocratical 
Form of the Church's Government, is admitted, 
if he means it of the whole Catholick Church, 
and is not ſo much as diſputed by arty but Pa- 
Piſts. But if he means it of particular Churches, 


he 


* 
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ge neither underſtands us, nor himfelf neither, 
For let a particular Church, according either to 
pur or his Notion, be made up of many Con- 
Eregations, or one; yet ſtill the Governor of 
What particular Church is, according to both our 
Notions, a ſingle Perſon : Conſequently in its 
Wovernment it is not Ariſtocratical, but Mo- 
Eparchical ; without the Government of a ſingle 
Perſon can be ſuppos'd to make an Ariſlocracy, 
# BESIDES, if he is ſo entirely averſe to 
Monarchy in every Part of the Church, what 
Fill he do to acquit his Prolocutors, Modera- 
ors, &c. *Tis a great Misfortune in ſome 
Men, they are apt to prove too much. 

{ BUT further. Titus, he owns, had the chief 
Hand in ordaining the Elders. This looks a 
Ittle like Monarchy ; for where Men are Co- 


4 


AP 


2 


3 


4 


Irdinate, J have no Notion of one ſaid to be 


** 


4 


Pbi. WELL, but if Titus did all, what did 
Tenas and Apollos do with him? 


8 Ari, DEAR! it's well you reminded me; 
Thad like to have forgot this important Que- 
on. Perhaps Eat and Drank, for that's com- 


38 


Won, you know, with Viſitants, and ſuch they 
ere to Titus: Or, Zenas being an Expounder 
F the Law, he might perhaps ſometimes read a 
Teſſon out of that. You know, Philalethes, it 
mighty eaſy to ask Queſtions, but how di- 
Eclly to ſolve this, without the Scripture had 
ven us a further Account of the Matter, ſeems 


very 
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60 An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce's | 


very difficult. Certain it is, if they did afliſ 
Titus in Ordaining, the Scripture tells us no- 
thing of it; and out of Nothing, we uſually 
fay,. comes Nothing. D191 ; 

I THINK we have now done with the Scri- 
Pty re Part of the Controverſy, ſo far as it re- 
ates to the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus. What 
I would now obſerve to you, is, they are not 
the only Evidences we have of Epiſcopal Pow- 
er in the New Teſtament, lodg'd in a fingk 
Man over ſeveral Congregations, and conſe- 
quently the Presbyters of them. Proceed ve 
then to obſerve the Language of the Epiſtles u 
the Angels of the ſeven Churches of Aſia. ? 
Phi, Mk. PEIRC E has not offer'd any 
thing with regard to them, but I ſhould be glad ce 


6 * 


to hear what you have to offer. 


Ariſt. T IS this, That all the good or il } X 


things done, either in Do@rine or Practice, ar. 
imputed to one particular Angel or Biſhop ; and 
as he is commended for encouraging and up- 


holding the one, ſo is he equally blam'd for Not 


not diſcouraging and ſuppreſſing the other. 
Thus Revelations 2. 1, 2. To the Angel of th 
Church of Epheſus, write; I know thy Works, and 
thy Labour, and thy Patience, and how th 
canſt not bear them that are evil : And thou haſt 
try'd them which ſay they are Apoſtles, and haſt | 
flund them Lyars. So to the Biſhop of Smyrn, 
I know thy Works, and thy Tribulation and Po- 
ver ty (but thou art Rich) and I know the Blaf: 
EE hen) 


2 


ben of chem which ſay they are Jews, and are 
ast, but are of the Synagogue of Satan, Rev. 2. 
9. To the Biſhop of Pergamos, Thyatira and Phi- 
ladelphia. On the contrary, when they ſuffer'd 
any thing that was 1d, the Language is this: 


bat there them that hold the Doctrine of Ba- 
ham. And again, Becauſe thou ſuffereſt that 


Voman Jezabel, &c. - „ i 
H that can read theſe, and abundance more 
ſuch Paſſages to be found in theſe Epiſtles, 
and not conclude the Perſons here ſpoke to, 
were inveſted with proper and coercive Autho- 

rity in the Caſes here mention d, may do well 
enough to defend ſome Modern Notions advan- 
ced lately concerning Chriſt's Kingdom; but I 


wodld adviſe him by no means to appeal to 


common Senſe. To me the very Notion of 
Commending, or Diſcommending, in Caſes of 
this Nature, ſuppoſes ſuch a Power of Acting: 
For how were they at all concern'd in any thing 
of this kind, if they had not a proper Power of 
making it otherwiſe > As that Action, be it 
vat it will, is never commendable and praiſe- 
worthy in the Perſon that did it, or only ſuf- 
fer'd it to be done, in caſe his Will and En- 


deavours did not concur in the doing of it; ſo 


moſt certainly whatever Ill is done, that T have 
no proper Power to reſtrain and puniſh, I am 


not at all to be condemn'd for, let it paſs with 
never ſo much Inpunity. But here the ſeveral 
5 . Biſpops 
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I have a few things againſt thee, becauſe thou 
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were planted, are commended and condemn'd; Hf: 
therefore they certainly had a proper Power and 72 7: 
Authority of interpoſing in the Caſes mention di ¶ bad 
conſequently were commended or condeinn dN :we: 


according to their Exereiſe thereof. This u - 
me ſeems ſo exceeding plain, tis impoſſible amy thir 
reaſonable Man ſhould. diſpute it. ty 
Phi. WELL, and what would you infer from mir 
hence? | 5 8. ein es £38 1 ] fix: 
Ariſt. THA the vaſt Number of Chr iſi.· ¶ pre 
ans there muſt have been through the miraculouyMgre 
Succeſs of the Goſpel (both before, and at the pro 
Time when theſe Epiſtles were written to ea for 


Church here mention'd,) were, whether Pres- Ne 
byters or Others, under the Government of oe 
particular Biſhop in each City, or whatever ele 
he might be denominated. The ſeveral Acts til 
Authority, whether in Commiſſion, or Omiſſ- 
on, here ſpoken of, abundantly prove the One; 
and the particular Addreſs to one ſingle Perſon, 
that runs in the Language of every Epiſtle, N pe 
renders the other equally indiſputable. [Wor 

Phi. Lou ſeem to forget Mr. Peirce him-{Mior 
ſelf owns ſuch a Thing as Precedency in on: {ve 
Presbyter over others; as in the Caſe of Modi. 
rators, Prolocutors, and the like; this perhaps Nu 
might be the Caſe in the Churches here men- 
tion'd; and tho' he does not inſiſt a Church in 
the Scripture notion of it, is Confin d to one 

1 - fingk i < 


* — 
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ſingle Congregation, yet he obſerves , 4 very 


Learned Gentleman of the Long Robe, now in one x 
of the higheſt St.ztions of bis Profeſion, has ſhewn by 
it to be ſo, in a Treatiſe which none of you have 5 
bad Time to anſwer, th t was print ed frue and Y 
| twenty Tears ago. . . 
Ariſt. I KN ow not what Mr. Peirce may 
chink of it; but to me the ſuppoſing the Neceſ- 
ity and Order of Things did caule and deter- 
wine even the Apoſtles themſelves in Fact, to 
fix and appoint one ſingle Biſhop or Presbyter to 
preſide over all the reſt of the Presbyters, in ſuch 
great and populous Cities as are here mention d, 
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| i 
proves all we pretend in the leaſt to contend 95 
for. For if our Biſhops exerciſe no other Pow- 7 


3 
SW? 
. 


Jer than what was fixd in ſome Perſons by the 


Apoſtles themſelves, and (as Mr. Peirce acknow- 1 
edges ) the Order and Neceſſity of the Church a 


2 


till require the ſame ſhould be continu'd, it is 


{not to be imagin'd why there ſhould be any it 
{farther Diſpute. Whatever may be, thought of 4 
] . ER OM | A%. . | 9 i 
the After-Ages of the Church, certainly it can't v7 
ebe imagin'd the Apoſtles themſelves would have 


one any thing which would have been an Inva- 
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„ ſion of the common Rights. of Presbyters: Yet th 
eren they, it is admitted, did ſet one ſingle 5 
iſnop to preſide over ſeveral Presbyters; conſe- 1 
pe uently the ſame beirig practis d now among us, 3 
*rannot be deem'd in the leaſt amiſs, but exactly . 
8 following i 
5 En 1 8 x 
ge Fage 85. 7 Vid. Page 39 and 40, as before. 5 


64 An ANSWER fo MF. Peirce's 
following in our 8 the Steps of the 
Apoſtles themſelves, whoſe Practice we juſtly 
deem, in ſo important a thing as the Govern- 
ment of the Church, a Divine Inſtitution. 
TH E learned Gentleman Mr. Peirce ſpeaks 
of, has the ſtrangeſt Complement from him ! 
ever {aw from any Writer; at once to rejed 
his Opinion himſelf, and yet triumph in his 
Authority againſt us, may be one of the Ways 


by which he thinks to make his Court to him. 
Far be it from me to entertain the leaſt diſre- | 
ſpectful Thought of the Gentleman he refer Þ 


to ; but I can't but believe, in five and twenty 


Tears time, he has ſeen reaſon to alter his 
Opinion, and his Practice ſeems to convince me 


he has anſwer'd himſelf. 1 


Phi. WELL, but notwithſtanding this Pre. 
cedency, Mr. Peirce does not think their Orders Þ 
were diſtinct, nor that they ated without the 


Aſſiſtance of their Presbyters. 


Ariſt. IT is exceeding hard, Philalet hes, for 
either you or Mr. Peirce, after theſe Conceſſions, 
fo to explain your ſelf as to be underſtood by 
common Senſe. For if one Man's being fix 
by Divine Authority in a higher Degree than 
another, ſhall not determine a Diſtinction off 
Orders, we would fain know what will > The 
Prince and the Peaſant are indeed the ſame in 
Nature, if we conſider them barely as Human] 
Creatures; but it being by Divine Appount-Þ 
ment the Part cf one to Rule, and the 1 * ö 

f 9 


x 


the Conſtitution of our Church, that it were 
Wronging him, and the Church too on this 
Occaſion, not to Read it to you. The Book is 
in my reach, I beg your Patience to hear him. 
JL us (then ſays he) conſider two 
Things. (1) What Power is left to Presby- 
8 ** ters in our Church, (2) What Authority the 
j } © Biſhops of our Church have over them“. 
WW FF War Power is left to Presbyters in 
nk 
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Obey, we therefore ſay their Orders are diſtinct. 


This then is the Caſe, and I think allow'd by 
Mr. Peirce himſelf. The Biſhop, Moderator, or 
| Prolocutor, call him what you will, had a Pow- 
er given him, and that in the Caſe of Timothy, 


and Titus, to prefide over, and Rule all the 


| Presbyters, of Epheſus and Crete, and that too 


by the Apoſtle; ( which I take to be a Divine 


| Appointment ) conſequently, I think by the 


ſame divine Appointment, they were of a ſu- 


| perior Order to thoſe Presbyters : Unleſs Rulers 
and Subjects, can be thought to be of the ſame 


Order; if fo, What do we mean by different 
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Orders, and Degrees of Men ? 5 
THE Complaint of entirely excluding Pres- 


byters, from aſſiſting Biſhops in the Govern- 


ment of the Church, is ſo irreſiſtibly Anſwer'd 
by our incomparable Biſhop Stillingfleet, from 


ways: (1) With reſpect to the whole Body of 
this Church: (2) With reſpect to their par- 
ticular Congregations or Cures ”. 
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our Church; and that may be conſider'd two 
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66 An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce's 


J. WII reſpect to the whole Body of 
this Church; and fo (1) There are no Rules 
of Diſcipline; no Articles of Doctrine; no 


Form of Divine Service, are to be allow'd or 


receiv'd in this Nation; but, by the Conſtituti- 
on of this Church, the Presbyters of it have 
their Votes in paſſing either in Perſon, or by 
Proxy. For all things of that Nature, are to 
paſs both Houſes of Convocation; and the 


lower Houſe conſiſts wholly of Presbyters , 
* who repreſent the whole Presbytery of the 


Nation; either appearing by their own Right, 


as many do; or as being Choſen by the Reſt, 


from whom by Judentures they either do, or 
ought to receive Power to tranſact Things in 
their Names. And the Cuſtom of this Church 
hath ſometimes been, for the Clergy of the 
Dioceſſes to give limited Proxies, in particular 
Caſes, to their Procurators. Now I appeal to 
any Man of Underſtanding, whether the 
Clergy of this Church have their whole Pow- 
er ſwallow'd up by the Biſhops, when yet the 
Biſhops have no Power to oblige them to any 
Rules, or Canons, but by their own Conſent ; 
and they do freely Vote in all things of com- 
mon Concernment of the Church; and there- 
fore the Presbyters are not by the Conflitution 


depriv'd of their Share in one of the greateſt 
Rights of Government, viz, in making Rules 
for the whole Body, And in this main Part 


of Government, the Biſhsps do nothing with- 


ö | 
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out the Counſel of their Presbyters ; and in 
this reſpe& our Church falls behind none of 
* the ancient Churches, which had their Councils 
of Presbyters together with their Biſhops ; only 
there, they were taken ſingly in every City; 
and here they are Combin'd together in pro- 
vincial Synode; modell'd according to the 
Laws of the Nation. And when the whole 
* Body of Doctrine, Diſcipline and Worſhip, are 
« thus agreed upon by a general Conſent, there 
ſeems to be far leſs need of the particular 
Councils of Presbyters to every Biſhop; ſince 
« both Biſhops and Presbyters, are under fixed 
« Ryles, and are accountable for the Breach of 
ce them. (2) In giving Orders; by the Rules 
« of this Church, Four Presbyters are to Aſſiſt 
* the Biſhop, and to examine Perſons to be Or- 
« daind, And is all this nothing but to be the 
« Biſhop's Curates, and to Officiate in ſome of 
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II. As to their particular Charges; one 
« would think thoſe who make this Objection, 
« had never read over the Office of Ordination; 
“ for therein, (1) for the Epiſile is read the 
“ Charge given by St. Paul to the Elders at 
* Miletus, Acts 20, or the third Chapter of the 
« firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, concerning the Office 
* of a Biſbap. What a great Impertinency had 
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both theſe been, if the Precbyters Power had 
been quite ſwallow'd up by the Biſhops & {£4 


But it hence appears, that our Church look d 
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on the Elders at Epheſus, and the Biſhop in 
Timothy, to be Presbyters as yet under the 
Care and Government of the Apoſtles, or ſuch 
whom they Deputed for that Othce, ſuch as 
Timothy and Titus were. Which I ſuppoſe is 
the true meaning of St. Jerome, and many 


other doubtful Paſſages of Antiquity, whic 


relate to the Community of the Names biſhop, 


and Pregbyter, while the Apoſtles govern'd 


the Church themſelves. And at this Time 
Timcthy being appointed to this Part of the 
Apoſtolical Office of Government, the Biſhop 


mention'd in the Epiſtle to him, may well e- 
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nough be the ſame with the Presbyters in the 
Epiſtle to Titus, who was appointed to ordain 


Elders in every City. Tit. 1. 5. (2) In the 


Biſhops Exhortation to them that are to be Or- 
dain'd, he ſaith, Now we exhort you in the 
Name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, to have in re- 


membrance into how high a Dignity, and to 


how chargeable an Office ye be called; that is 


to ſay, the Meſſengers and Watchmen, the 


« Paſtors and Stewards of the Lord, to Teach, 


ce 


cc 


to Premoniſh, to Feed, and provide for the 
Lord's Family, &c. Have always therefore 


* printed in your Remembrance how preat a Trea- 
* ſure 15 committed to your Charge; for they be 
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the Sheep of Chriſt, which he bought with 


his Death, and for whom be ſhed his Blood. 
'* The Church and Congregation whom you muſ! 
* ſerve, is his Spouſe, and Body. And if it 
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e ſhall chance the ſame Church, or any Member 


thereof, to take any hurt or hindrance, by 
reaſon of your Negligence, you know the great- 
neſs of the Fault, and the horrible Puniſh- 
ment will enſue, &c. Is this the Language 


of a Church, which deprives Presbyters of the 


due Care of their Fl»cks, and makes parochi- 
al Congregations to be no Churches? (3) The 
Perſon to be Ordain'd doth ſolemnly Pro- 
miſe, to give faithful diligence to Min ſier 


the Doctrine and Sacraments, and the D'ſti- 


pline of Chriſt, as the Lord hath Commanded, 


and as this Realm hath receiv d the ſame, ac- 
cording to the Commandments of God; ſo that 
he may teach the People committed to his Care 


and Charge with all diligence to keep and 


obſerve the ſame. Here we ſee a Care and 
Charge, is committed to the Presbyters \ Prea- 
ching and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments 


required of them; and the Exerciſe of Diſ- 


cipline, as far as belongs to them : But now 
in the Conſecration of a Biſhop, this Part is 
left out. and inſtead of that, it is 121d, That 


He is call d to the Government of the Church ; 


and ke is requ'r'd to Corref, and Puniſh ſuch 
as be Unquiet, Diſcb:dient, and Criminous in 
his Dioceſe. So that the more particular 


charge of Souls is committed to every Paſtor 


over his own Flock, ard the general Care of 
Government and Diſcihl ne, is committed to 
the Biſhop; as that which eſpecially be- 
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70 An ANSWER to Mr. Pcirce's 
„ longs to his Office, as diftin& from the o- 
ther. | 

II. WHICH is the next thing to be con- 


6 ſider d, viz. What Authority the Biſhop hath, 
wy by Virtue of his Conſecration in this Church ? 


(e 


cc 


ordinary Parts of the Apoſtolical Authority; 
which lies in three Things, Government, Or- 
dination, and Cenſures. And that our Church 
did believe, our Biſhops to ſucceed the Apo- 
** files in thoſe Parts of their Office, I ſhall 
* make appear by theſe Things. (1) In the 
"© Preface before the Book of Ordination it is 
** ſaid, That it is evident unto all Men diligent- 
ly reading holy Scripture and ancient Authors, 
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theſe Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's Church, 
_* Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. What is the 
** Reaſon they expreſs it thus, from the Apoſtles 
te 
„ that they believ'd while the Apoſtles livd, 
* they manag'd the Affairs of Government 
** themſelves; but as they withdrew, they did 
in ſome Churches ſooner, and in ſome later, 
as their own Continuance, the Condition of 
the Churches, and the Qualifications were, 
commit the Care and Government of Churches 
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Evidence in the Inſtances of Timothy and Ti- 
& tus; for the Care of Government, was a di- 
et fc LT 


And that 1 ſay is what Mr. Baxter calls the 


that from the Apoſtles Time, there have been 
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Time, rather than in the Apoſtles Times, but 


to ſuch Perſons whom they appointed there- 
© to? Of which we have an uncontroulable 
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ce ſtinct Thing from the Office of an Evangeliſt, 
e and all their removes do not invalidate this; 

becauſe while the Apoſtles livd, it is proba- 
ble there were no fix d Biſhops, or but few. 
But as they went off, ſo they 
< ſettled in their ſeveral Churches. 
is moſt agreeable to the Senſe of our Church, 
ſo it is the faireſt Hypotheſis for reconciling 
the different Teſtimonies of Antiquity. For 
hereby the Succeſſion of Biſhops is ſecur'd 
from the Apoſtles Times; for which the Teſti- 
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and others, are fo plain: Hereby room is left 


to make good all that St. Ferome hath ſaid ; 
and what Epiphanius delivers concerning the 


T So that we may allow for the Community of 
© while in the Church, that 1s while the Apoſiles 


cc 


cc 


wards that which was then part of the Apoſto- 
lical Office, became the Epiſcopal, which hath 
continu'd from that Time to This, by a 
conſtant Succeſſion in the Church. (2) Arch- 
Biſhop Whitgift ſeveral times declares, That 
theſe parts of the Apoſtolical Office ſtill re- 
mained in the Biſhops of our Church, As for 
this part of the Apoſtles Function, ſays he, To 
viſt ſuch Churches as were before Planted, 
and to provide that ſuch were placed in them, 
as were Verturus, and godly Paſtors ;, I know 
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monies of Ireneus, Tertullian, St. Cyprian, 


different Settlements of the Churches at firſt. 
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Names, between Biſbop and Presbyter, for a 


Governed the Churches themſelves ; but after- 
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72 An ANSWER fo Mr. Peirce's 
8 


it remaineth ſtill, and is ene of the chief Part: © 
of the Biſhops Function. And again, There ſh © 
is now no planting of Churches, nor going thro 
the whole World; there is no writing new 
Goſpels, no Propheſying of Things to come; 
but there is Governing of Churches, viſiting of 
them, reforming of Paſtors, and — of 
them, which is a portion of the Apoſtolical 
Function. Again, Although that this part of 
the Apoſtolical Office, which did conſiſt in plant- 
ing and founding of Churches through the 
-* whole World, is ceaſed; yet the manner of Go- 
vernment by placing Biſhops in every City, by 
 Moderating and Governing of them, by viſit- 
ing the Churches, by cutting off Schi ſins and 
Contentions, by ordering Miniſters, remaineth 
till, and ſhall continue, and is in the Church, 
in the Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops, as moſt meet 
Men to execute the ſame. Biſhop Bil ſon fully 
agrees as to theſe particulars. (1) That the 
* Apoſtles did not at firſt commit the Churches to 
the Government of Biſhops, but re ſeru'd the 
chief Power of Governmenttin their own Hands, 
(2) That upon experience of the confuſion and 
arforder, which aid aviſe through equality of 
Paſtors, aid appoint at their Departures cer- 
rain approved Men to be Biſhops. (g) That Þ © 
** theſe Biſhoys did ſucceed the Apoſtles in the Þ © 
*" care and Government of Churches, as he proves Þ 
** at large; and therefore he calls their Fundti- 
* en Apoftolical, Inſtead of many others, which 
* mY ; „ 
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* Teſtimony of King CHARLES I. in his 
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Debates about Epiſcopacy, who underſtood 
the Conſtitution of our Church, as well as a- 


ny Biſhop in it, and defended it with as clear 


and ſtrong Reaſon. In his third Paper to 
Henderſon, he hath theſe Words, Where you 
find a Biſhop, and a Presbyter to be one and 


* the ſame in Scripture, (which I deny to be al- 
ways ſo) it is in the Apoſtles times, nom I 
think to prove the Order of Biſhops ſucceeded 


that of the Apoſtles, and that the Name was 


* chiefly alter d in reverence to thoſe who were 


immediately choſen by our Saviour, In his firſt 
Paper at the Treaty of Newport, he thus 
States the Caſe about Epiſcopal Government 
T conceive that Epiſcopal Government is moſt 


Con ſonant to the Word of God, and of an 


Apoſtolical Inſtitution, as it appears by the 
* Scriptures to have been pradtisd by the Apo- 
files themſelves, and by them committed, and 
derived to particular Perſons, as their Subſti- 


tutes, and Succeſſors therein, (as for Ordain- 
ing Presbyters and Deacons, giving Rules con- 
cerning Chriſtian Diſcipline, and exerciſing 
Cenſures over Presbyters and others) and hath 
ever ſince to theſe laſi times been exercisd by 


Biſhops in all the Churches of Chriſt, and there- 


fore I cannot in Conſcience conſent to Aboliſh 


the ſaid Government. In his Reply to the fyſt 


Anſwer of the Divines, he ſaith, That meer 


“ Presbyters 
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it were eaſy to produce; I ſhall only add the 
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44 An ANSWER to Mr. Peixce's 


« Presbyters' are Epiſcopi Gregis only, they hate lit, 
the over-ſight of the Flock in the Duties of 87 
* Preaching, Adminiſtration of Sacraments, pub. left 
lich Prayer, Exhorting, Rebuking, Gc. bu ſide 
* Biſhops are Epiſcopi Gregis & Paſtorum zo, 
E having the over-fight of Flock and Paſtor nol 
« within their ſeveral Precin#s in the Ads 
external Government, And that although th 
Apoſtles had no Succeſſors in eundem gradun iſ 
as to thoſe things that were extraordinan ell! 
(and ſuch thoſe things are to be Fudged whid 
are neceſſury for the Service of the Church 
** all Times, as the Office of Teaching, and th: 
Power of Governing are) they were to hav 
and had Succeſſors: And therefore the Leam- 


* ed and Godly Fathers, and Councils of o.. 
Times, did uſually Stile Biſhops the Succeſſor HNA 
© to the Apoſiles, without ever ſcrupling therea, Has 
Many more Paſſages might be produc'd ou Þ hc 
of thoſe excellent Papers to the ſame Purpoſe, del 
* but theſeare ſuFicient to diſcover, that our f 
Cc 


Biſhops are look'd on as the Svicceſſors to the 
* Apoſtles; and therefore Mr. Baxter had no 
Reaſon to call our Epiſcopacy a new deviſelÞ 
Species of Churches, and ſuch as Deſtroys 
the being of Prochial Churches © *, is 

You have here from this excellent Prelate, W. 
the Senſe of our Church, not only in the Clear- = 
eſt, but moſt Authentick View: Whether, either JM 

| i. 


7 


a — 
8 


. 


* Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, Paz. 265, to 272. 


J or any thing elſe has been offer d, will ſa- 
Fist) you in our Church's Hierarchy, muſt be 
Jeft to your future, and I hope impartial Con- 


-Mfideration, Paſs we in the mean time, next to 


| conſider, what Arguments the Fathers, and 
. {Wnoſt antient Writers of the Church, will af- 
F ford us in this Controverſy. . 

Phi. Mr. PEIRCE does not at all decline 
this Part of the Controverſy, tho he. ſuppoſing 
Bll the antient Records of this Nature ſhould 
be on your ſide, ſays: Are we to reckon them a 
Rule of Faith and Diſcipline? Can any 
thing upon their Authority, be ſaid to be 
F* neceſſary in the Church, concerning which 


the ſacred Writings are perpetually Silent” *> 
Arxriſt. Ho w far the ſacred Writings may be 


ſaid to be Silent in the particular in Debate, 
has been already conſider'd; and as to the Au- 
thority of the Fathers, we defire no further 


verſy, than what will be allow'd to any honeſt 
Hiſtorian, viz. That they give us a true account 
of ſuch Fact, as they had all the Opportunities 
in the World of knowing the Truth of, nay, as 
It was impoſſible they ſhould be miſtaken in. Such 

is the Caſe of our preſent Debate, for if it really 
vere ſo, that Biſhops preſided over Pregbyters, 


r liv'd in, or near their Times, muſt neceſſarily 
| 5 know 


* Page 62, 
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. ö by the Appointment of the Apoſtles ; they that 
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76 An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce's 
know this, becauſe a matter of Fact, of o © 
viſible and publick a Nature as this, could not ” 
be Conceal'd; and to ſuppoſe they would giv tl 
a falſe Account, even without the leaſt Tempta. 
tion, is to ſuppoſe them void, not only of thei 
common Veracity, but even common Prudence 
of every Hiſtorian. Matters of Fact it is own'd 
ſometimes have been miſrepreſented, but it iſ © 
not to be imagin'd, in a Caſe ſo Publick ani 
Univerſally known, they could be ſo, becauſe 
all Mankind were able in this Caſe to detect the 
Falſehood ; and in that before us, whateve 
might have been done by the Biſhops, the Pre; Mut 
byters to be ſure in all Places, would have made 
Head againſt ſo flagrant an Invaſion of ther ta! 
Rights. : 

Yo vu will eaſily obſerve, Philalethes, what 1Þ 
have advanc'd for the Credibility of the anti- 
ent Writers, is rather deduc'd from the Natur 
of the Thing, than any extraordinary defe-F 
rence, that might, and ſure all good and im- 
partial Men will think, ought to be paid to Per- 
 fons of ſuch exemplary Purity and Integrity, 
as we have all the Reaſon in the World to be- 
lieve theſe Perſons were, who have conveyd . 
down to us the Hiſtory of the firſt Ages of . 
P I. 
P)ßhi. WE LI, I told you before, Mr. Peirce 5 
not afraid of the Evidence of this Nature, and Þ 
therefore obſerves : © That if the Fathers are Þ 


„to be valu'd for their Antiquity, then the — 
Older 
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Older, the more valuable they are, and the 
more Authority they ſhould have with us. If 
e the Epiſcoparians will grant us this Demand, 
z. (and who can help ſeeing the Equity of it?) 


e there will be no great Reaſon for our being 


* afraid of the Fathers hurting our Cauſe, or 
for their Triumphing in them, as the Pa- 
trons of their own ” . . 

Ariſt. Ir were a bold Advance to ſay, every 


hing that is Oldeſt, is always Trueſt, becauſe 


there may poſſibly be ſome very old Lyes, 
hich being ſo, may be but newly diſcover'd. 
ut becauſe I would bring this Debate into the 
- parroweſt Compaſs, the oldeſt credible Writers 
hall determine it. I would fain hear which of 


Presbyterians? 5 
. PI. WE have two of the moſt Antient 
ef Clearly on our fide, viz. Clement of Rome, 
and Polycarp. . 

Ariſt. THIS I muſt own is News. What do 
hey ſay, Pray? 3 
Phi. WHy as to Clement, Mr. Peirce ſays, 
There are no Signs of Eccleſiaſtical Monar- 
chy in him. A Presbyterian can hardly de- 
clare our Opinion more clearly and fully, 
than in his Words. Every thing he ſays of 
the Form of Eccleſiaſtical Government, ex- 
ally agrees with the Scripture”. 
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78 An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce's 
6 


„ Ariſt. THA T what he ſays, exactly agree glull 

with the Scripture, I do not in the leaſt doubt ; ; 7 
but that there are no Signs of eccleſiaſtical Mo- 
narchy, is indeed very rate when we con-. g 
fider theſe Words. For, ſays he, the CHE h 
* PRIEST has his proper Services; and ty 


„the PRIESTS their proper Place is ap-. 8 
< pointed; and to the LEVIT ES appertan . ( 
5 their proper Miniſtries; and the LAY MANI. 
<« is confin'd within the Bounds of what ;. 0 
* Commanded to Laymen “*. + 
HERE it is in the fulleſt Terms ſaid by. , 
him, One is Chief, and as ſuch he is diſtinguiſod H. f 
by bim from the other Presbyters, 5 


Nok does he ſay this without very good e 
Grounds; for he tells us afterwards, it was of 

ſettled by the Apoſtles themſelves. * So like. 
* wile, ſays he, our Apoſtles knew by our Lordi; 
* Jeſus Chriſt, that there ſhould Contentionsþ 
* ariſe upon account of the Miniſtry, or 
as it is in the Margin, about the Name of the 
* Biſhoprick. And therefore having a perfed] 
“ Fore-knowledge of this, they appointed Per- 
<< ſons, as we have before ſaid, and then gave 
Direction, how, when they ſhould Die, other 
* Choſen, and approved Men ſhould Succeelſſp 
* in their Miniſtry ; or as it is in the Margin 
* Left a Lift of other Choſen, and approvei 
* Perſons, who ſhould Succeed them in then] 
4 | | cc Miniſtry | 


7 | p 


* 
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— 
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*Ppiſtle to the Corinthians, Set. XL. 


NM inifiry **., Now let Mr. Peirce read and 
'Wluſh!. 


Pbi. Nay, but hear what he ſays, © He 


never diſtinguiſhes Presby ters from the Bi- 
* ſhops; but theſe Names ſignify the ſame with 
him, as they do alſo with the ſacred Wri- 
ters. He makes the Church of Corinth to be 
Subject not to one ſingle Perſon, but to a 
Company of Biſhops or Presbyters. He re- 
proves the Corinthians for their making an 
"F< Oppoſition againſt their Presbyters. Finally, 

* that I may not omit other Matters, he ac- 
knowledges only a twofold Order of Mini- 
cy +: 


) 


fold, The CHEIF PRIEST, the PRIESTS, 
End the LEVITES. 


S — 


L Phi. We ur, but hear whathe Quotes from 
| is own Words. The Apoſtles Preaching up 


F< and down in Countries and Cities, ordain'd 
the firſt Fruits, or Converts of thoſe Places, 
F* diſcerning them by the Spirit to be Biſhops, 


believe *, 8 
Ariſt. WHEN Mr. Peirce can prove any in- 


1 conſiſtency between what is here Quoted, and 
"what has paſs'd before, I ſhall think him worth 
k Wearing. If it is only to prove the Community 


of 


* Ibid. Set XLIV. I Jbid. * Page 63. 
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Ariſt. AND yet expreſly mentions a Three- 


e and Deacons of thoſe who ſhould afterwards 


65 
bor 
v7 
5. 
12. 
13 
1 
F | 
=_ 
4+ 
No 
4 
i 
q 1 
Ws - 


- 5, 
3 


- 2 ; Wo I * — : 25 7 — 7 2 0 : / 2 l iY | * 


r 


30 An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce's 


of Names between | Biſhop arid Presbyter, e- in 
nough has been ſaid of that already. de 
H1s infolence in Tranſpoſing the Paſſage, 
after it has been ſo correctly Tranſlated by ſo 
Excellent a Hand *, Shows neither his Learn- 
ing, nor Manners; and his entirely ſlipping the 
Paſſages we have referr'd to, notwithſtanding 
they were within a Page of this very Paſlage 
he Quotes, ſpeaks the Openneſs and Sincerity ] 
of his Writing. . 
Ir may not be amiſs further to obſerve to 
you, the Perſon here Quoted by Mr. Peirce, “ 
was ſo very Antient a Writer in the Church, 
that he is allow'd by all to be Cotemporary with 
the Apoſtles, and 'tis not without Reaſon thought 
by ſome, that he was that very Clement, men- 
tion'd by St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Romans, Þ © 


as Written inthe Book of Life. apt 
Phi. WELL, but Mr. Peirce quotes Poh- th 
carp, as well as Clement, | th 
Ariſt, WHAT does he gather from St. P. m 
lycarp, pray? , 1 


Phi. WH , that he alſo mentions only two 
Orders in his Epiſtle. Wherefore (as he 
* quotes him) you muſt Abſtain from all theſe Þh / 
* Things, and be Subject to the Presbyters, and 
ce the Deacons, 2s to God and Chriſt T“. 
Ariſi. AN P ſuppoſe he bid them be Subject 

only to the Deacons, would you have _ | 
inferr d 


—— b ——_— —_—_ T_— 
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* Bis preſent Grace of Cant:rbury, T Ibid. 
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Vindication of the Diſlenters. 8 
inferr'd, there was in his Judgment, but one Or- 
der in the Miniſtry, and that that of Deacons ? 
Certain it is the Inſtances of Subjection requir'd, 
might have been juſtly exacted only by Deacons. 
For the whole Paſſage in his Grace of Canter- 
bury's Tranſlation runs thus. In like manner 


| © the younger Men muſt be unblameable in all 


te 


Things; above all taking care of their Pu- 


| © rity, and to reſtrain themſelves from Evil. 


| CC 


For it is good to be cut off from the Luſts 
that are in the World, becauſe every ſuch 
Luſt wareth again#t the Spirit; and neither 
Fornicators, nor Effemmate, nor Abu ſers 0) 
ſhall inherit the 
Kingdom of God; nor they who do ſuch things 
as are Fooliſh, and Unreaſonable. Where- 


La 


fore you muſt needs Abſtain from THESE 
| © Things; being Subject, &c"*, What is 
| there now in this Paſſage, Philalethes, (bating 
the Community of Names, we have ſo often 
mention'd) more, than that it was the Duty of 


young Perſons, to ſubmit to the Pious inſtructi- 


| ons of their Teachers, however Denominated. 


WouL Þ you know the Opinion of St. Po- 


| carp particularly in this Matter, you may find 
it in the Epiſtles of Ignatius f. The Epi- 
| © ſtles of Ignatius (ſays he) which he wrote 
„ unto us, together with what others of his 
| © have come to our Hands, we have ſent to 


„ vou 


— 


| *Epift. of Plcarp t the Philipians dect. V. I Sed. XIII. 
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32 An ANSWER to Mr. Peircc's 


vou, according to your Order; which are 
„ ſubjoin'd to this Epiſtle : By which you may 
<< be greatly profited ; for they treat of Faith 
* and Patience, and all things that pertain to 
* Edification in the Lord Jeſus ”. 

Phi. I CANT imagin how we can hence 
Collect the Opinion of Pohcarp in the Point in 
Debate. #90), : 
Ariſt. Nor without you read the Epiſtles 
of Ignatius he refers to: But Ignatius having 
in the plaineſt Words, declar'd there were three 
Orders in the Miniſtry, Biſhops, Prieits and 
Deacons ;, it is not to be imagin'd, had Polycar 
been of your Opinion, he would have ſo much 
Approvd, and Recommended his Writings. 
Phi. Mr. PEIRCE I think mentions ſome- 


thing of this Ignatius; What can you gather 


from him? 


Aist. S u c n plain and irreſiſtible Teſtimo- | | 


nies, for the three Orders in the Miniſtry we 
Contend, as prove Mr. Peirce's appeal to An- 
tiquity a ſhame to common Modeſty, © It will Þ 
become you (ſays he in his Epiſtle to the 
Magneſians) not to uſe your Biſhop too fa- Þ 
* miliarly on account of his Youth ; but t 
* yield all Reverence to him according to 
* the Power of Cod the Father: As alfol Þ 
* perceive the holy Presbyters do; not 
“ conſidering his Age, which indeed to Ap- Þ 
* pearance is Young; but as becomes thoſe 
-< who are Prudent in God, ſubmitting to him, 
| | | | OI 
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or rather not to him, but to the Father of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Biſhop of us all“. 


Phi.“ Mr: PEIRCE obſerves the Origi- 
nal of the Words you refer to, are exceed- 
ins Obſcure, The Word Evyxeu ſignifies 
couti, as the old Latin interpretation renders 
it, That is, to have dealings with one, or to 
borrow ; neither of which can be here admit- 
ted. Upon this, and ſome other Accounts 


Mr. Peirce renders the Paſſage thus. And it 
becomes you not to make bold with the Age of 


your Biſhop 5, but to pay him all reſpect and re- 


derencè, according to the Power of God the 


Father: As I have known holy Men do, who 
were more Aged; not aſſuming to themſelves 
that Degree which has lately appear'd in the 
Church, but with 4 godly Prudence giving 
Place to the Biſhops Since Ignatius ſpeaks to 
the Church in general, and is urging Peo- 
ple to Reverence the Biſhop, notwithſtand- 
ing his Youth: I am apt to think, the 
making Tetoevliess in this Place reſpect Per- 
ſons Years, rather than any Office, is not 
diſagreeable F. Hs 


 Ariſt. IT Would not be diſagreeable to 
Mr. Peirce's darling Hypotheſis I own, ſo to 
Tranſlate the Word wzezceuſtess ; but certain it 


* 
*** 


N 


| | 8 neither the Language, nor the Senſe of the E- 
'Þ piſtk, will juſtifie him in it. Whatever Ob- 


1 ſcurities 


„Seck. III. + Page 65, 66. 
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84 An ANSWER to Mr. Peirce's 
ſcurities he may find in the Word Cu Which 
his Grace renders Familiarius uti, to uſe fumili- 
arly, moſt certainly he will find no Writer to back 
his rendring &) TecoCultess holy Men, who 
were more Aged. One of Mr. Peirce's deep 
Criticiſm need not ſure have the Diſtinction of 
e gie, and Teens propos'd to him; and 
ſhould there have been any Reaſon from their 
Originals to have blended them : Yet the lat- 
ter having been always appropriated by the 
Chriſtian Writers, to the Office of the Prieſt- 
hood, might one would have thought have 
Cruſh'd ſuch a thought in the Paſſage before us. 
And that which renders this wild, and novel 
Senſe of Mr. Peirce the more extravagant, 1s, 
that there is nothing in the Etymology can 
be ſtrain'd, or even tortur'd to his Senſe, 
Were we to look back for the Word neecebſeę gc, 
before the Commencement of the Chriſtian 
Church, even to antient Greece, we find it 
come from the Word veces, an Ambaſſador ; 
ſo that it alwavs ſignifyd an Office, and, not 

as Mr. Peirce would have it, an aged Man. 
BESIDES the Epithet a, Holy, ſeems 
ſo particularly to determine it to the Office we 
Contend, that nothing but the moſt willful 
Perverſeneſs could withſtand its Force; and 
however Mr. Peirce may value himſelf on his 
Reading, and his Greek, if his Criticiſms af- 
ford us nothing better than this, he muſt Fu 
| — — ome 
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ſome People if they think him, either very Ig- 


norant, or ſomething worſe. 


No does the whole Senſe of this Epiſtle 


of Ignatius, leſs ſhow the Abſurdity of what 
Mr. Peirce has mention'd, than the Diction. 
For the Word Presbyter is ſo manifeſtly deter- 


min'd to the known and eccleſiaſtical Senſe of it, 


that one would not imagin ſuch a thought could 
have enter'd his Head. Thus in the Section be- 
fore, he takes Pleaſure that he was Fudged 
* worthy to ſee them, by DEMAS their mo# 
* excellent Biſbop; and by their very worthy Preg- 


* byters, Bass Us, and AFOLLONIUS; 


* and by his fellow Servant, 5 O'S 1 © the 
< Deacon”. And in the place Diſputed, 
he as particularly diſtinguiſhes the Presbyters, 
from thoſe he Addreſſes his Epiſtle to: For 
his Words are not, as I perceive the more Aged 
among you do, but, as alſo I perceive your holy 
Presbyters do, The particular diſtinction of 
the Presbyters from the Laity he here ſpeaks 
to, is fo irreſiſtibly plain, that tis deſtroying 
the moſt eſtabliſk'd Senſe of Words, and things 


to take it otherwiſe. Again in the ſame Epi- 


ſtle*; As therefore the Lord did nothing with- 
out the Father, being united to him; neither by 


himſelf, nor yet by his Apoftles; ſo neither do ye 


ao any thing without your Biſhop, and Pre;}y- 
ters, He that can imagin ſuch Words as theſe 
2. to 
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8s An ANSsWER to Mr. Peirce's 
to relate to Men's Age, and not their Oſice; 


ſeems Proof againſt any Evidence, and may go 


on to aſſert Light to be Darkneſs, and Dark- 
neſs to be Light, 


Phi, WELL, Mr, Peirce does not inſiſt on 
this, But the Queſtion now is: What this 


new Conſtitution was? To which I anſwer 


cc 


with Hilary tlie Deacon: That whereas be- 
fore this Precedence was granted according 
e to Perſons Age, or (as Emutychius and Ferome 
© ſay of Alexandria) according to their ſtanding, 
now it was conferr'd according to their En- 
dowments and Abilities; and ſo the Younger 
were {ſometimes preferr d to the Elder. And Jg- 
natius would therefore have thoſe, who bein 

older had not receiv'd this novel Order or De- 
„ gree, Pay a Regard and Reverence to ſuch as 
were Younger, and Preferr'd before them ***, 


cc 
cc 
cc 


c 


* 


Ariſt. WHAT Mr. Peirce means by his novel 


Order, is hard to determine ; but this1s certain, 

he has the moſt novel way 'of Talking J ever 
heard in my Life. If he admits by what he 
calls, a novel Conſtitution, that ſo it was fix'd, 
-or determin'd by the Apoſtles themſelves, that 
one Biſhop ſhould Govern, or Preſide over all 
the Presbyters in a City; and tho', as in the 


Caſe of Timothy and Demas, here mention d, 


he ſhould Ls to be in his juvenile Years, 
yet no Man was to deſpiſe his Touth , if 1 ſay 


this 


8 


—ͤ— — 
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this be his meaning, the whole # our Diſpute 
is at an End, and it is granted even by this 
ſingle Conceſſion ; that thoſe Presbyters, which 
we call Biſhops, were by divine Inſtitution 


(if we will allow what the Apoſtles did them- 


ſelves, to bear that Character) plac'd, and fix d 


over feveral Presbyters, whoſe Obedience and 


Submiſſion were always exacted, notwithſtand- 
ing perſonal Diſadvantages might be alledg d, 

ſuch as Youth, or the like. 

Mr. PE IRC E indeed, ſpeaks of this defe- 
rence being due t ſuch as were Tounger; by 
which he would ſeem to inſinuate, it was more 
than one Perſon Ignatius had an Eye to. But 
as the Epiſtle expreſly mentions One, and but 
orie Perſon, to whom this Reverence and Re- 
ſpect was to be paid; and has pointed him out 
by Name, and particularly diſtinguiſh'd him 
E — 2 and Apollonius, two worthy Presby- 
ters in the ſame Place ; this only 3 to be 
eſteem d Mr. Peirce s way of Talking, and ſo 
is no further to be minded. 

Phi, * BU r what is all this to your Pur- 
* poſe 2 Is it ſtrange the chiefeſt Reſpe& ſhould 
c be paid to him, who was in the chiefeſt Place? 


* This will not ſeem a new thing to the Pres- 
(c 


22 ＋ 


in that manner“. 


Ga. Ariſt, 


* Ibid. 


byterians, who always treat their Moderators. 
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Ariſt. TIs not at all ſtrange, the chiefeſt 
Reſpect ſhould be ſhewn to him, who by divine 


Anppointment was in the chiefeſt Place: But it 


is very ſtrange, Mr. Peirce ſhould grant all this, 
and yet continue in Schiſm and Rebellion a- 
gainſt him, whom, he thus owns to have the 
chiefeſt Place. What reſpect he may pay his 
Moderator, as I am entirely Ignorant, fo I de- 
fire not to be inform'd; but it would ſeem a 
very new thing ſhould we ſee him, or any of 
the Presbyterians, pay that Reſpe& to the Bi- 
ſhop of the Dioceſe they live in, they are bound 
to, both by the Laws of God and Man. 
Phi. Mr. PEIRCE obſerves another Place 
quoted by Dr. Nichols out of Ignatius. As 
many as belong to God, and Feſus Chriſt, keep 
with the Biſhop. But he means only, while 
the Biſhop diſcharges his Office unblameably, 
* and according to the mind of our Saviour. 
" Nor do we make any doubt whether it be 
* our Duty to adhere to ſuch Biſhops ** “. 
Ariſt. Mr. PEIRCE I muſt own begins to 
talk very Honeſtly, and I have Reaſon from 
hence to think, had he formerly livd in the late 
Biſhop of Sarum's Dioceſe, he might have made 
a tolerable Moderate Church-Man. But to be 
ſerious. Philalethes, can't he find one Biſhop now 
in Fngland, that will anſwer this Character, 


ſio 


ric 


and ſo put an end on his Part to Hur ſad Divi- 


fions ? 


. 
—_ 
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„„ Pave 66, 
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ſions? Let us ſee how far the Words of St. 
Imnatius referr'd to, may contribute to this glo- 
rious End. Abſtain therefore (ſays he) from 
« thoſe evil Herbs which Jeſus Chriſt does not 
« Dreſs; becauſe ſuch are not the Plantation 
« of the Father. Not that I have found any 
“ Diviſion among you, but rather a/ manner 
« of Purity. For as many as are of God, and 
of Jeſus Chriſt, are allo with their Biſhop. 
« And as many as ſhall with Repentance return 
„ into the Unity of the Church; even theſe 
| © ſhall be the Servants of God, that they may 
“live according to Jeſus Chriſt, Be not de- 
ceiv'd Brethren, if any one follows him that 
makes a Schiſm in the Church, he ſhall not 
Inherit the Kingdom of God. If any one | 
Walks after any other Opinion, he agrees not 8 
with the Paſſion of Chriſt. 5 
WIE REF ORE let it be your Endea- 
** vour to partake all of the ſame holy Eucha- 
* riſt, For there is but one Fleſh of our Lord 
“ Jeſus Chriſt; and one Cup in the Unity of 
* his Blood; one Altar; as alſo there is one 
„ Biſhop, together with his Presbytery, and the 
* Deacons my fellow Servants : That ſo what-- 
* ſoever you do, ye may do it according to the 
* Will of: God” *. OR I... 
Phi. WELL, Mr. Peirce upon the whole, 
ſeems very little likely to be determin'd by the 5 
Foiſtles 


1 ' 


cc 
cc 
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* Epiſtle to the Pailadelphiams, Sect. III, IV. 


go An ANSWER fo Mr. Peirce 


Epiſtles of Ignatius; he obſerves Mr. V hiſtan t 
has demonſtrated, that the ſhorter Epiſtles are. 
much Corrupted, and need great Corrections; 
put he cannot be perſuaded by his Arguments, 
that the larger ones are not Interpolated. And 
< till we can get a more exact Edition of 7; 
« natinss Letters, thoſe we have at preſent 
* ſeem to him of little uſe . 

Ariſt. I REALLY believe this, both with |< | 
reſpe& to Mr. Peirce, and Mr. Whiſton too; « 
but if you Philalethes, will take the pains to © 
Read his preſent Grace of Canterbury's Account # 
of theſe Epiſtles, it is not impoſſible you may ſey 
be of another Mind. However, ſince Mr. Peirce bot 
was pleas'd to be fo pert about Antiquity ; it IN no 
could not be amiſs to Conſult one, who is al- ¶ bu 
low'd by all to be Cotemporary with the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves, and is ſaid to be the Child our Þ do 
Saviour took in his Arms. But this I have be- bu 
fore had occaſion to borrow from his Grace, + Þ ſw 
and I believe you have ſeen it. ſec 

Phi. THERE is another of your an tient I we 
Authors, Mr. Peirce takes notice of, call'd He-“ 
gofipics. 5 ” 

Ariſt. WEL IL, what does he ſay of him? WF** 

Pi. WE pay little regard to the Autho- “ 
6 rity of Hegeſippus; who from his fine Story I“ 
© of the Martyrdom of Fames the Juſt, appears “ 

| | To c to 
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* Vids Modern Pleas, Part J. 
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„to have been a Man of great Credulity, and 
re © very little Judgment” Fo FE 
| Ariſt. So! and this is Mr. Peirce's way of 
Arguing from Antiquity, by denying its Au- 
thority, "Tis merry indeed; but as we have at- 
tended him fo far, prithee let's hear what he ſays, 
Phi, * Way Mr. Peirce ſays, he will juſt 
* mention ſome of the filly fabulous Accounts 
© Hepeſippus gives of the Martyrdom of James 
“ the Apoſtle ; we muſt go a little backwards, 
vo but III read his Reaſons to you“. | 
t Ariſt. Do, becauſe not only Euſebius, but 
ſeveral other of the moſt conſiderable Writers, 
both Antient and Modern, ſpeak of him, as 
t not only a Hiſtorian of the greateſt Antiquity, 
but Truth, and Probity. 
, Phi. TIS own'd by Mr. Peirce the Antients 
do ſeem to pay ſome deference to Hegeſippus; 
- Þ but as his Accounts of Things are ſo very Ab- 
ſurd, Mr. Peirce is of Opinion, nothing they 
ſeem to build on his Authority, is of any 
t weight. Mr. Pejrce's Words are theſe. © If any 
one imagins our Cauſe hurt by the Teſtimo- 
* nies of the Antients concerning James 
* the Apoſtle; we deſire him to take Notice, 
"|< that we little regard that Story, which they 
I borrow'd from Hege/ippus, which is ſo Silly, 
© © Childiſh and Falſe, that hardly any ſenſible 
| Bu | „ Perſon, 


8 
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* Perſon, whether Proteſtant or Papiſt, gives 
*" any eee | 
Ariſt. T H Is is very ſtrange indeed: The Ce. 
lebrated critick Phorius calls him gexeids dN 
ame, anAntient and > LP Man.Amorg 
the Moderns, Biſhop Bull, and Doctor Cary, 
ſpeak of him in Terms of the higheſt Reſped, 
I know not why (ſays the former of theſe) Va. 
leſius ſhould object againſt the Writings of Hege. 
ſippus, for they were Orthodox, Uſeful, ini 
very worthy to be read. Which Mr. Peirce wil 
be moſt willing to be determin'd by, our Bi. 
ſhop Bull, or Valeſius, who was a Roman, wil 
leave to his Proteſtant Judgment hereafter to 


conſider. But waving Authorities of this N. II 


ture, let us now hear Mr. Peirce's Reaſons. | 
Phi, FI Rs I then Mr. Peirce obſerves, © He 
* geſeppus relates, That the Scribes and Phari-· 


«© ſees carried this James up to the Top of tie]! 


«© Temple at Jeruſalem; that from thence he 
might undeceive the People, who behev'd je- 
“ ſus was the Chriſt. Now who can Credit this 
6 Story > A Man may well ſay the Scribes 
and Phariſees were abominably Wicked; but} 


« no Man in his Wits will be eaſily perſuadel if} © 


cc 


0 


Q 


to expect that James our Saviour's Brother, 
Diſciple and Apoſtle, ſhould thus Blaſphe-Þ 
mouſly ſpeak againſt him before the 7 / 


— 


c 


PAY 
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Page 47. 45 Eibliotbeca, Page 894. 


to believe they were ſo Silly, and Stupid, 28 
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« when they could not prevail with him firſt to 
« do it more privately before themſelves. 
« This would be as tho a Man ſhould hope to 
« perſuade the Pope to go up to St. Peter's 
« Church at Rome, and thence tell the People, 
« they ſhould no longer take him for Chriſt's 
« Vicar on Earth, but for the Antichriſt fore- 
« told in the Scripture * 7. | 

Ariſt. WH © can Credit this Story ? I, Phila- 
let bes, notwithſtanding any Reaſon here offer'd 
to the contrary. Where pray is the Abſurdity 


of believing the Scribes and Phariſees might 
flatter themſelves, when the immediate Terrors 
of Death were before the Apoſtle's face, he 
might to ſave his Life, be Tempted to Renounce 
his Lord? Certainly, there are many People 
whom no Arts can allure, yet Terror will af- 
fright to an ill Thing. Tis neither impoſſible 
Nor improbable, the Methods us'd by the Scribes 
and Phariſees towards the Apoſtle in private, 
| were ſuch as might rather Tempt, than ſcare 
him to their purpoſe; but finding theſe to fail, 
| they reſolv'd to try what rough Uſage would 
| do, and therefore laſtly propoſe to him the 
| Choiſe, either of denying his Maſter, or being 
| thrown down headlong from the Top of the Tem- 
| ple. When we conſider indeed the Faith, and 
| Conſtancy of an Apoſtle; 'tis eaſy to ſee this 
would be of little Force: But that the Scribes 


and 


6 


+ Ibid, 
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and Phariſees might not be appriz d thus far, 
at leaſt were reſolv d to puſh to the utmoſt Trya], 
cannot be unnatural to think. 91 

TE ridiculous Compariſon he makes be. 
tween the Pope, and the Apoſtle, as it wants 
the only Circumſtance, can give it the Shadoy 
of a Parallel; to wit, the Menace of throwing 
him off the Top of St. Peter's Church, gives us 
a tolerable Idea of Mr. Pzirce's Sins being no 
all Wilful, but ſome, purely thoſe of Ignorance, 


Phi, Bu T hear his ſecond Reaſon. © He 
** ( Hegeſippus) gives an Account, that ans ? 

was thrown headlong from the Top of thi 
high Temple, and preſently kneeled down Þ 


CC 


*© and Pray'd, and was knock d on the Head by 


ce a Fuller with his Club, and Buried in the ſame 


* Place. But who can be Ignorant, that the 


on 


Jews, who knew any dead Body defil'd, (ac- | 
© cording to their Law) not only Men, but holy 


* Places, would ſuffer no body to be Burielff| . 


within their City, and much leſs ſo near th 
Temple? They would therefore never ſuffer 
* James, whom with deadly hatred they halÞ 
< juſt before wickedly Murther'd, to be buried 


cc 


in that very holy Ground“ *. 


Ariſt. FROM St. Ferome's Verſion of this 
Place, YIxyJav avmiy iv rf Ting, we may fairly 
Conclude, that the dead Body of St. Fame: 
was not Buried here, but only a Tos, or Mo- 

numental 


. 


page 48. 
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numental Stone was there Erected, with an In- 
ſeription in Memory of his Martyrdom. And 
indeed nothing was more common among the 
Ancients, than ſuch honorary Monuments, E- 
rected in Memory of the Deceas d they had a 
Value for, however diſtant from the Place of 
their Burial ; and we want not ſeveral Inſtances 
of this kind, even now among our ſelves; Wit- 
neſs for one, the Monument ſtanding in St. 
| Lawrence's Church, in Memory of Arch-Biſhop 
| Tillotſon, not on the Account of his being there 
| Interr'd, but only to tell you he was formerly a 
Preacher there. 
nl Phi. WE LL, but Mr. Peirce further obſerves, 
„ © Laſtly, that this Trifler adds: That this 
Monument is in the ſame Place to this Time. 
Put this could not be without a new Miracle. 
. © For when the Temple was Deſtroy'd accord- 
Ling to our Saviour's Prediction, one Stone was 
i © not left upon another. How then could this 
Monument of James be preſery'd Safe in that 
| © prodigious Deſtruction? Away with ſuch Im- 
| © pertinences ! He that can feign ſuch Tales, 

* or believe them when feign'd to his Hand, 
| © hardly deſerves any Credit himſelf. Upon 2 
| the whole therefore, what Satisfaction can we | 
vi © have of Fames's Epiſcopacy, from the Rela- 
| © tion of ſuch an Author” *>. 
J- ; 5 | p Ariſt, 
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Ariſt. Away with it! Mr. Peirce is in the £ 
Right here; there 1s nothing to be got by ſome « 
Company. But however, if he would have Pa- 
tience to ſtay a little, theſe difficulties might be 
perhaps reconcil'd, without the Aſſiſtance of a 
Miracle. Far be it from me in the leaſt to Diſ- 
pute the Truth of our Saviour's Prediction. 
It is eaſy to ſuppoſe, the Deſtruction of the 
Temple very Great and Total; and yet ſuch x 
Thing as a little Stone with an Inſcription on it, 
found afterwards. in the midft of its Ruins. Be- 
fides, this Stone (or Monument as Mr. Peirce 
calls it) is not ſaid to be in, but near the Tem- 
ple. Or Hegeſipbus might ſpeak of it, as re- 
maining till the Deſtruction of the Temple, ſo 
St. Jerome ſeems to take him. You ſee here 
Pphilalet hes, Mr. Peirce forgot the Duty of Ten- 
per and Moderation, and frighted himſelf with Þ 
only the airy Phantoms of his own diſorder'd Þ 
Imagination, and not any real Faults of Hege- 
ſippus's Writings. E) | 
Bu x however, ſhould it after all be admit- 
ted he was a little too Credulous in ſome Parti- 
culars, he might only take by hear-ſay concern- Þ 
ing St. James's Martyrdom : Since it is allow'd 
by all, he was very near, if not Cotemporary Þ 
with the Apoſtles Time; can it be imagęin d, 
| he could poſſibly be miſtaken in all the Facts he 
related; or if he was, that all the following 
Eccleſiaſtical Writers ſnould Concur with him 
in thoſe Miſtakes? And ſuch is the Cafe con- 


cerning © 
/ 


. 


A 
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cerning St. Fames's being the fix'd Biſhop of 


1 


Jeruſalem. 

Pbi. Mr. PE IR E fays, © Truely he thinks 
< they would not have much Wrong done them 
„hereby; if, as it ſeems very probable, they 
© owetheir Accounts, both of the Martyrdom, 
« and Biſhoprick of James, only to Hegeſip- 


7 1 
C ous” * 


_ drift, A N D as truely I think, this is as ſtrange 
a way of begging all the firſt Writers of the 
Chriſtian Church for Fools, or Knaves, as I have 


| obſery'd from any Writer. But does he ſay no- 
| thing elſe? | : 


pred IS CTU ws Tu . pow 9 


Phi. WH v yes, he ſays, © That he may ſpeak 


| © his Mind honeſtly and freely: Since Feruſa- 
| © lem was à famous City, and the Metropolis, 
| © both of Jews andChriſtians, and very much 


“ frequented by both; it might perhaps ſeem 


convenient, and neceflary to the Apoſtles, that 
one of their Number ſhould always continue 


there. If therefore any one ſhould Contend 
cc that Fame 1 the Juſt, upon {ome ſuch Account 
fix d his Reſidence there, and ſo became the 


| © chief Teacher, and Ruler of that Church, 
and that hence the Antients took occafion to 
call him, the Biſhop of Feruſalem - I ſhould 
| © not in the leaſt Oppoſe him. But leſt any 
| * ſhould think, I am paving the Way hereby, 

„ to a Monarchical Church Government, I add: 


. © That 
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© That an Apoſtle had a greater ſhare in Church 
< Adminiſtrations, than a common Presbyter : 
"CC . 2 <> + welt 1 141 an 8. 
not by Virtue of any ordinary Character he 
© bore, and was to be Tranſmitted to his Suc- 
** ceſſors; but by Virtue of his extraordinary 


Character, as being immediately Choſen by 
« Chriſt, and immediately It by the holy 
ITE ire 45 
Ariſt. Mr. PEIRCE need not ſure be told, 
the Power here Contended to be Exercis'd by 
St. James, is no other than what was neceſſary 
to be continu'd to the end of the World; and 
is at leaſt ſo by himſelf in the Caſe of Mode- 
rators, Gc. What we would moſt obſerve, is, Mr. 
Peirce's honeſtly ſpeaking his Mind, gives up 
the Antients entirely of our ſide, and has fetch'd 
from him ſome Acknowledgment of the Truth 
of their Teſtimony. I might here juſtly con- 
clude this Part of the Controverſy, the four E- 
vidences produc'd, being all allow'd Cotempo- 
rary with the Apoſtles themſelves, and there- 


fore to be ſure of the greateſt Antiquity ; but 


PLAN BELTED A LT As" 95. 
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1 am willing to hear what Mr. Peirce has | fur- ; 


ther to offer, from the after Ages of the Church, 
Phi. Mr. PEIRC E next obſerves, what 1s 


quoted from Juſtin Martyr by Doctor Nichols in d 


theſe Words, © v regopigdei ma) Tegiam 
Fl dd acl . Ke 
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Mr. PEIRCE here obſerves, a Miſtake in 
the Place refer'd. to by tlie Doctor; but as he 
acknowledges the Words really tg be Fuftin's, 
we will not inſiſt on that; what is chiefly in- 
ſiſted on; is this. The word Tex; (Wich is 
© allowed to be tranſlated Preſident) I grant 
e ſignifies ſometimes a Perſon who has a Ruling 
“ Power; but tis moſt Falſe to ſay, tis never 
cc uſed otherwiſe. Every one knows there are 
in ell Languages, ſome. Words , of doubtful 
© Signification. So Prenceps in Latin Authors, 

& ſometimes ſignifies a Ruler, and ſometimes no 
© more than the Fir; as Caſaubon has obſery'd 
« in much the like Controverſy. In like 
% manner we ſay the gas, or Preſident, ſig- 


© nifies ſometimes one who hath Authority over 


the Reſt, and ſometimes one who is not Su- 
< Place among them only for Order ſake, The 
<« late moſt learned Biſhop Stillingfleet, will ſup- 


< perior to the reſt in Dignity, but has the firſt 


cc 


« ply us with a famous Inſtance of this Senſe 
0 


the Word, than which nothing can be 


more apt to our Purpoſe; the Ephori enjoy'd 
a parity of Power among them; but among 
. theſe, to ive Name to the Year, they made 


© Choice of one who was called παο]·¾u⸗ /, and 
wo him they call'd ot on N £popoy, AS | X lutarch 
<« tells us. Where we have the Tlezaze, attri- 
*“ buted to him, that had only this Primacy of 


© Order, without any Superiority of Power; 
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ee which is uſed by. Zuitin Martyr of the Pre- 
« ſident of Aſſemblies among Chriſtians” *, 
Ariſt. WHAT Mr. Peirce here Contends with 
regard to the Word «y«axs, is fixing ſuch a looſe 
and in* determinate Senſe of Words and Things, 
as deſtroys all the force of Language, and muſt 
render the plaineſt Writer unintelligible. No 
word but by this way of Arguing, may be de- 
torted from its genuine Meaning, and be made 
to ſignifie what a Writer pleaſes : If he values 
himſelf on it, I very little envy his Satisfaction. 
That the Hay us'd the Word in this Senſe, 


he has not offer'd ſo much as a Shadow of | 
Proof; and that there is any Reaſon in Fact for 
ſuch a Conſtruction, let all that has paſs'd be- 


tween us, determine. 


Io mention the no doubt, moſt Learned 
Biſhop Srillingfleet on this Occaſion, is the high- 


eſt diſingenuity: When twenty Years after the 


Writing the Treatiſe refer'd to, he ſo frankly 


declares it, only one of the indigeſted Sallies of 
his Youth, and too great tenderneſs for Diſſent- 


ers. Hear what this incomparable Prelate him- 


ſelf ſays, on ones Upbraiding him with the Book 


Mr. Peirce refers to. © It is (ſays he, ſpeaking 
< of the Author's deſign) to pick up all the 
_ * Paſſages he could meet with, in a Book writ- 
ten twenty Years ſince with great tenderneſs 
* towards the Diſſenters, before the Laws were 
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of my Expreſſions. And again, When you 


alter his Judgment. And as he concludes, 
But if any thing in the following Treatiſe 


Book, I do intreat them to allow me that, 
which I heartily wiſh to them, viz. That in 


ther: That tho' he makes no doubt, but that 
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Eftabliſh'd. As tho (as Mr. Cotton once an- 
ſwer' d in 2 like Caſe) there was no weighty 
Argument to be found, but what might be 
gather d from the Weakneſs, and unwarineſs 


think it reaſonable, that upon longer Time, 
and farther Conſideration, thoſe Divines of 
the Aſſembly, who then oppos d Separation, 
ſnhould Change their Opinions; will you not 
allow one ſingle Perſon, who happen d to write 
about theſe Matters when he was very Toung; 
in twenty Tears time of the moſt buſſe and 
thoughtful Part of his Life, to ſee Reaſon to 


be found different from the Senſe of that 


twenty Tears time, we may arrive to ſuch Ma- 
turity of Thoughts, as to ſee Reaſon to 
Change our Opinion of ſome Things; and I 
wiſh J had not Cauſe to add of ſome Per ſons 
to 0 99 * ; ? | 
Phi. WELL, but Mr. Peirce obſerves fur- 


in Fuftin's time, there was one certain Per- 
ſon choſen from among the Reſt, who had 
the firſt Place, and reſided conſtantly among 

8 1 ee he 


— 


* Preface to the Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, Page 


—— — 


71, 72, and 76. 


f 


foi. yn nm 


102 n Ax VER 'to Mr. Peirce's 


7 the reger. 'Y yet Juſtins Tiegends muſt 
not only - ſignify him, but any other who 

4 ſupplyd his Place in his Abſence, namely 
Fe e ö ibn, bim that was the 
5 chief Speaker. Acts 14. 12. or elſe we muſt 
Confels, that neither Prayers could be offer' 
& -nar; Sacraments Admin iſtred, but by one Per- 
e ſon in a Church” *, 

Ariſt. WHAT Mr. Peirce aims at by this, i is 
hard to Conceive, unleſs it was to let us know, 
that y hen ſome of the People of Ly##ra had en- 
tertain d a fond Conceit, that Barnabas, Was 

Jupiter, and Paul, Mercury, on The accennt of 
his Arne: tbe chief Speaker, that the Words in the 
Greek are © 1 66e Tg Avyes 5 for which we 
are oblig d to his Learning. But es to his Con- 
ſequence, tis not to be imagin d, what he means: 
For tho when the Biſhop is pre ſent. there is al- 
ways the Deference paid to him, of Performing 
the higheſt Parts of the Sacerdotal Office, ſuch 
a #ſaberion, Benedi&ion, and the like ; yet 
that in his Abſence nothing of this kind can be 
done, let the Practice of every Pariſh Prie# in 
the Kingdom ſpeak; And what pray ſhould 
- hinder the ſame in Guin Martyrs Time? 
Phi. WHAT follows on the Catalogue of 
Biſhops taken from the Account of Diony/ins, 
Biſhop of Corinth. being only Oppos'd by Mr, 


Peirce, by 8 from —_ Stilling fieer's 
| Treatiſe 


EZ | 10 


4 


ns 
* Page 32, 


rr 


ders of Ministers, to be in Imitation of the 
Angelica! Glory, it Fery much favours our 


not Three, but only Two, as well Angelical, 
XX. Eccleſiaſtical Miniſttits: as appears by this 


„ anon — 


. tice of three diſtin Orders in his Time, * 


hs - 
” 


* 


< ſhop by the Apoſtle” *. 


"VL k% 
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Treatiſe before mention d, we will not affeln 
revive that Controverſy. 
Ariſt, WE L, but he has not 16S here. 
Phi. No he mentions it as Aſſerted by Dr. 
Nichols, BY That Clemens Alexandrinus takes no- 


* makes Presbyters the Second. 

Ariſt. AN D what does he ay to this? _ 
Ph:, H E obſerves, © Mr. Blonde] has well 
explain'd Clement's meaning, and ſhewn that 
he acknowledges only two Orders of Mini- 
“ ſtry, and calls the ſame Perſon a Presbyter, 
who he had ſaid juſt before, was made a Bi- 


ce 


-=— 


A 


477 HAD it gone] ſo often inſiſted to Mr. 
Blondel, that the Community of Names does 
not conclude the Community of Orders contend- 
ed, as it has been to Mr. Peirce, he Werde have 
Bluſh'd at the tedious Repetition. 

Phi. Mr. PEIRCE obſerves further, <6 As 
ce to the Place cited by Dr. Nichols, | where 
** Clement is ſuppos'd to make three Alina, Or- 


5% Cane: +, 
Ariſt. How fo Pray? 
Phi. BECAUSE Clement acknowledges 


H 4 Paſſuage 


4 


46 


« Paſſage of his. In the Church the Presbyters 
bear that Office which makes Men better; the 


© Deacons that which is perform d in attending 


* . N . « . 
<* upon, and ſerving them. I conceive his mean- 


ing is ; That whereas Presbyters were deſign'd 
to improve Men's Minds, by Inſtructing and 
Teaching them; the Deacons were intended 
to ſerve them in external Concerns. He then 


C17 
CC 


ce 


ads, th Kae g. l weng theſe Seri 


i 


* 


to God: That is, by waiting on God, and 
doing bis Will, they may be conſider'd as 
reſembling the Deacons; by inſtructing Men, 
they reſemble the Presbyters *. 


(e 


4 


6 


Ariſt. AN by one ſingle Angel, Michael by 


Name, having ſeveral Angels under him ; they 
reſemble the Hierarchy we Contend for, Biſhop, 


Presbyters and Deacons, | 


Phi. Mr. PEI AC adds two Paſſages more, 
which Blondel has not taken Notice of. The 
former of them clearly proves Presbyters 


* were in his Time eſteem'd the Paſtors, and | 


* Rulers of the Church; and. conſequently, 
© according, to the Epiſcopal Scheme, endow'd 


with the Power of Ordination. For thus 


f 


 . 


e he, who himſelf was but an ordinary Pres- 


e byter of the Church of Alexandria, ſpeaks | 


* of himſelf and thoſe of his Station. We are 
* Shepherds, ſet over the Churches, according 
© to the Example of the good Shepherd, Ins 

1 you 


— 


———— 
— ts. 4 4 * : , 


LS”. a *** . 


* 1bjd, 
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* you are the Sheep. But if the Biſhop alone 
is Paſtor, or Shepherd, or Ruler of his Church, 
* as our Adverſaries ſay, How could Clement 
e ſpeak after this Rate concerning himſelf *. 
Ariſt. Jus T as our Miniſters of Pariſhes, 
may call themſelves very truely, the Shepherds, 
and Rulers of their particular Flocks, without 
in the leaſt pretending to the Power of Ordina- 
[ tion, er any MmEUE it. | 
Phi. WELL, but the other Teſtimony 
e ſhews, that Presbyters us'd in his Time, to 
lay on Hands in Bleſſing Perſons; which muſt 
be either in Confirmation, or reconciling Pe- 
| © nitents; the Power of Performing which is 
thought only to have belong'd to thoſe, who 
8 « had the other Power of Ordination. His 
words are: Upon whom ſball 2 Presbyter laß 
hig Hand? Whom ſhall he Fleſs? Not the 
| © Woman thus adorn'd with falſe Hair, but ano- 
| © ther Perſons Hair; and in bleſſmg, that he 
| * Bleſſes the Head of that other Perſon” T. 
| Ariſl, AMaAN might as well argue every 
natural Parent has the Power of Ordination; 
for undoubtedly 'tis his Duty in ſome Caſes, 
| ſo to bleſs his Children. But this too muſt be 


Þ calld Arguing. 


Phi. © As to the Fathers of the ſucceeding 

Ages, Mr. Peirce ſays he ſhall not detain his 
© Reader with a particular Examination of 
their 


—— 


* Page 74, + Ibid, 


—— 


F1 1 — 
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< their Teſtimonies. I readily grant what you 


cc 


* 


* would ſoon be over 


: « ſtiff Defender of our Opinion 


18 only the Community of Names we have 0 ö 
often ee which og little it determin'd} l 


& laſt come to this? That he ſhould be thought! 


« Aſlert, that Biſhops were then reckon d Su- 
perior to Pregbyters. But if our Engliſh Bi. 
thops would follow the Example of Cyprian, 
and do nothing without the Conſent of their 
„ Clergy, our Controverſy about Epiſcopacy 


| 


* 


0 


Ariſi. TE Conceſſion is ingenuous, and * 
what Mr. Peirce has well call'd ſometimes, h. ” 
.neitly ſpeaking| his Mind. I hope by this time ſt 
Philalethes. is convincd how dangerous *tis to 0 
the Cauſe of Presbytery, for a Man to Read 
the Fathers, The conſent of Presbyters Mr. 
Peirce complains of, has been before lufficient I; 
anſwer d. : 

Phi. Bux tis well known, Jerome was: if 


Ariſt. THE utmoſt can be HET, d from him, N | 


©, A Wd 


him. will beſt appear by his own Words. | 
Phi. WA x are they Pray? | 
Ariſt. WR v, that the Biſhops ſucceeded the 
Apoſtles; and were as much above the Pres- g 
byters, as Aaron was above his Sons 5. N 
Phi. BUT is Jerome's great Learning at] 


< to write Inconſiſtencies in ſo ſhort an Exif . 


« ſtle . 
a 


» 2 


— 


* Ibid. + Page 75. || hid. 
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Vindicarid of the Dillenters. 10 


Ari. S 0 it it ſeems; for Mr. Peirce himſelf 
acknowledges theſetd- be his Words. But where 
is the Inconſiſtency pray ? St. Jerome in Oppo- 
ſition to ſome who allerted Presbyters and Dea- 
cons to be all one, (and not improbably by your 


very Argument, the Community of Names) ob- 


ſerves the Dignity of their Office, from the Pro- 


miſcuous Uſe of the Words Presbyter, and Bi- 
| ſhop in the New-Teſtament; but was ſo far 
from thence concluding the Identity of their 


Orders, that when he expreſſes himſelf Caſu- 


| iſtically on the Point, he exprelly declares the 
contra 


Phi. LET Biſhop Crofts of Hereford 


Hue Anſwer this *. 


Ariſt, I COMMEND Mr. Peirce here; what 
he cannot Anſwer himſelf, it may be neceſſary 


other People ſhould. Bat what does Biſhop 


G IS y 9 
Phi, © IDEs IRE my Reader) if he under- 
* ſtand Latin, to view the Eniſtle of St. Je- 
© rome to Evagyins : And doubtleſs he will 
5 wonder to {ze, Men have the Confidence to 
e Quote any thing out of it, for the Diſtincti- 
* on between Eniſcopacy and Presbyrery ; 
* for the whole Epiſtle is to ſhew the dentity 
s of them F. 
Ariſt.I NEIT H E R know the Gentleman 
he here men tions, nor ever heard of him before; 
but 


— 7 — 


Pege 76. + Ibid, 


Jjodorus was writ by him, when he was very 


And by the Epiſtle it ſelf it appears Jerone 


Vas writ by him when he was a Presbyter 1 


Mr. Peirce's Reaſoning, Tis obſerv'd further, . 
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but if his Bouk be Entitul'd Naked-Truth, as I Jat 
Mr. Peirce tells us, 1 am very apt to think the 
Nentity here mention d, was only in Names, I H. 
and not Things. Becauſe as the one may be made 
entirely to Conſiſt with his, (St. Ferome's I mean) 
other Expreſſions, ſo the other cannot poſſibly 
by Mr. Peirce's repeated Acknowledgement be Bi 
Fo reconcil'd. St. Jerome in his Epiſtle to He. hi- 
Lioclortis is acknowledg d by Mr. Peirce himſelf ! 
to fay, Tis not eaſy to ſtand in the fead of Paul, 


tu be of the ſame Degree with Peter; who now © 


Neign with Chriſt. Theſe words ſhow it poſli- 
ble, tho difficult, and therefore do not allude ] 
to any thing extraordmary, or peculiar to the] 
Apoſtles. 25 1 | 

Phi. © PIs certain, that the Epiſtle to He- 


«© Young, long before the other to Fuagriu:, 


vas not Ordain'd when he wrote it; where -O 
as that to Evagrius by your own Confeſſion, 


Aviſt. S o was Biſhop Stilling fleet when he 


- © Fr f c 
 werit his Trenicum, and yet you had much rather - 
ſtand to that, than his maturer Studies. I men- 

tion not this, that J have any occaſion for ſuch Þ 


an Argument, but to ſhew the Unfairneſs oi} 


4 . , = CC 
St. Jerome in his Catalogue of Writers, o 
| James | 

2 l 1 — 3 — | ; 1 — — — — — 
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James was ordain d Biſhop of Jeruſalem. 

Phi. IEROME ye produces 50 Words of 
Hegeſppus, who delivers the Stor T3 

Arift, W H1CH ſhows at lea he credited 
that antient Writer: It is further obſerv'd in 
his Epiſtle to N epotianus he ſays, We know the 
Biſhop, and his Presbyter s, are what Aaron and 
his Sons were. 

Phi. IN the ſame manner does he expreſs 

“ himſelf, in that very Letter to Evagrizs, 
« wherein he ſtoutly defends the DRY of 


© Biſhops and Presbyters Fo 


Ariſt. WHEN Mr. Peirce produces aPaſſage 


| to prove he Contended them the ſame in Order, 
| as well as Name, we ſhall believe him Incon- 


. © ſiſtent with himſelf but not till then ; but we 
y ©} obſerve further; tis own'd by Mr. Peirce in the 
very Epiſtle to Evagrins he ſo builds upon, 


there are theſe Words: Quid enim — , excepre 


e- |} Ordinatione, Epiſcopus, quod Presbyter non fa- 


* beſt agree with himſelf . 


ciat ? What doth a Biſhop, that a Presbyter 
may not do, except Ordain ? 


Phi. © BUT, who can believe that Jerome, 


ay „ the moſt Learned of all the Fathers, ſhoul4 


in fo ſhort an Epiſtle write Inconſiſtently 3 > 


J. * *Tis but fair to admit any ſuch convenient 
| © Explication of an Author's Words, (eſ] pecially 


=" he be a Learned Man) as will make him 


Ariſt. | 


F Page 77. 5 Ibid. Page 90. 


Wy Wi E wil mn FO nine day to put 


any Senſe on the Word conſiſtent with . 


mon Senſe. „ 2x 

Pi. WHV then Mr, Peince obferies 3 you 
6 make a Difficulty, where there is none. For 

« Ferome's meaning is plain enough; who when 
he excepts Ordination, does it upon the ac- 
* count os the Cuſtom of the Church, notany 
„ Command of Chriſt. His Words are thus to 
ebe underſtood;; What does 4 E iſbop (now 

according to the preſent uſual Practice of the 
0 « Church) except: Ordination, which a Prech. 
ter may not do? So that Biſhop Crofts 40 


25 


W 


Q 7 2 50% 


— 


confident Attempt, to fetch Arguments from 
that Epiſtle, to Eſtabliſh the Diſtinction be. 
* tween Epiſcopacy, and Presbytery ” *. 


- ad * 


Ariſt. VERY concluſive truely ! but Lwoull 
fain have Mr. Peirce not talk too much of Con- 
fidence, and yet think to put us off at this rate. 
St. Jerome owns Presbyters had not the Power |} - 
of Ordination, but he meant,. not in his Time, 
How do's' Mr. Peirce know he meant ſo? cer: | 
tain it is his Words can't be made to bear tht} 
Senſe,” even by him himſelf, without the moſt 
confident Interpolation, that was ever I believe 


us d by any Writer. "© 
BESIPD Es, it is not to N d this could 
tat be St. Jerone s Senſe, becauſe tis the 


Whole 


— — — nnn, 
a "© * 


——_ J © A Aha 
J.. mop ty. x oy — —u—— 44 
< he " * 


F Tage 91. 


TFA 


not without Cauſe repreſent it, as a vain, and] 


8 
. 
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whole drift and bent of this Epiſtle, to enforre 
the Dignity of Presbyters, as fix d by the 
Apoſtles, and therefore he enumerates every 
T 5555 he could think of, that was common in 
Presbyters and Biſhops; but Ordination it ſeems 
was an exception after all his Search, and what 
he could not but own to be ſo, even amidſt his 
moſt earneſt endeavours to advance Presbyters 
to their utmoſt ſtretch of Dignity. 

Phi. MR. Peirce ſhuts up this- Debate 
© concerning the difference between Biſhops and 
4 Presbyters, ſo far as it receives light from 


„the Fathers, with the Words of the Learned 
| «© Biſhop Srillingfleet. As to the Matter it ſelf; 
I believe upon the ſtricteſt enquiry; Meding's 


"© © Judgment will prove true, That Ferome 


1 « Auſtin, Ambroſe, Sedulius, Prima ſius, — 


ce ſoftom, Theodorit, Theoptylact, were all of 


„ Aerius his Judgment, as to the identity of 
| <* both Name and Order of Biſhops and Pres- 


*<'byters in the Primitive Church. 
Ariſt. WouLD Mr. Peirce be determin'd by Bi- 
Bo Stillingfizet, one might think he ſhould refer 
us to the moſt ſolid Reſolves of his maturity, at 
leaſt mention them; But this is his Candour 
and upright Dealing. To urge what any Gent. 
has ſo fully relinquiſh'd, is as if one ſhould pre- 
ſent the example of St. Peter to juſtify the de- 
nying of chrilt; tho we know he tw reaſon 
N 


* Page 77. 


A - — Gro „ 
. 
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bitterly to repent it. The Opinion of Aerius i; 
indeed pretty well known, with the Reaſon of 
it; but how far it influenc'd St. Auſtin, let his 
vaſt Biſhoprick of Hippo demonſtrate, and for 
Theodorit the 800 Pariſhes in his Dioceſs ſpeak, 
as the fame Learned Prelate has in another ö 
Treatiſe given an Account of. 

Mx. PEI Rc, you tell me, here has done; and 
| becauſe J would not have ſo much as the Ap. 
pearance of partiality in this Debate, I entirely 
leave it to the utmoſt freedom of your own 
Thoughts to make the Concluſion ; only one 
Thing more I muſt obſerve, which I think has 


not been touch'd on by him, tho“ I am ſure it 


was largely inſiſted on by Dr. Wells, the Con- 


troverſy with whom he is pleaſed to mention] 


with a fort of Triumph; and that is; that, 


fince in fact, ſuch has been (as acknowledg'd | 
by himfelf) the Government of the Church, | 
for above a thouſand Years backwards, that no 


meer Presbyter has had the Power of Ordina- 


tion conferr'd on him, at his own Conſecration, 


and particularly at leaſt, no ſuch Power was in 
being at the Time of the Reformation, which 
1s the Queſtion, as Dr. Wells very well obſerves, 


we are chiefly concern'd in; Nay further, ſince Þ 


it is allow'd by Mr. Peirce himſelf, that tho 
Biſhops and Presbyters were by their firſt Inſti- 
tution equal in Power, yet ſince the hp 
| h an 


1 


* Unreaſonableneſs of Separation. Part III. 


PF „ 0 . A fam jain wt as re mi A _ fads me. 


ms tn fg of ry of, i ie GO 


Vindication of the Dillentets. 113 
and Order of Things might cauſe ſome alteration 


in this particular, and has in fact, as he Himſelf 
contends in the Caſe of Moderators, Prolocu- 


tors, Oc. It certainly muſt appear from one, or 
at leaſt all theſe Conſiderations; that tho' it 
ſhould be admitted Presbyters, properly ſo call'd, 
might in the Apoſtles Times be upon the Level 
with thoſe were called Biſhops, they cannot poſ- 
ſibly be, regularly ſo now; and that for this 
plain Reaſon. Becauſe tho' the Presbyters in 


the Apoſtles, and After-times, had the Power 


of Ordination on the account of its being given 


them by the Apoſtles ; yet it do's not therefore 


follow that every Presbyter ſhould exerciſe ſuch 
a Power, tho it were never given him. I know 


not how Lightly this may be efteem'd by ſome, 
| but to thoſe who would derive their Order from 
han outward Call, this ſeems to me a Matter of 
„Weight. For, as I have before obſerv'd on much 
the like occaſion, tis impoſſible for any Man to 


confer that on another, he never was poſſeſs'd 
of a Power to do; and that ſuch was the Caſe 
in the Miſſion of all our preſent Engliſh Diſſen- 
ters, will, I think, be allow'd, ſhould we admit it 


| the moſt favourable Hiſtory, For ſhould we ſup- 


poſe their regular Succeſſion to come from what 
we call the firſt Nonconformiſts, ſuch as Gibſon, 
Ainſworth, &c. Yet even they never had the 
Power of Ordination themſelves, and therefore 
ſhould they have pretended to it; it is not to be 
imagin d how they could Confer it on others. 
HR Were 
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Were therefore the Miſſion of our preſent Diſ⸗ 
ſenting Teachers only to be conſider'd in this 
View, tis not to be imagin'd how 1 it could be 
juſtify d. 

BuT fath i is the known Hiſtory of. our pre- 
| ſent Diſſenting Teachers, that they have not 
even this to alledge, nor nothing to inſiſt on for 
their outward Call to the Miniſtry ; but what, 
were we to trace it about Iwo Hundred Years 
backwards (if not in its immediate Foundation) 
might be reſolvd into downright Laicks. 

"Fis often I have obſerv'd with Pleaſure 
how juſtly our Church glories in a regular Or- 
dination, when I have of late obſerv'd even our 
greateſt Modern Enthuſiaſts, ambitious of ſome- 
thing of that Nature; but ſo wretchedly naked, 
and open, are they in any Pretences of this kind, 
that a Man muſt be the greateſt Stranger to our 


Engliſh Hiſtory, not to know the Vanity, and 


Folly of them. 
Ts own'd there were ſome; and thoſe 


Clergymen too, in the earlieſt Dawn of our Re- 


formation, thro a fatal Infection from Geneva, 


diſtaſted with Caps, Hoods, and ſuch-like Ha- 


bits of our Biſhops; but ſo far from making 
them Reaſons of Separation, that their Writings 
_ againſt it, might juſtly "ſhame the preſent, 
They ſcru pid indeed to Conform as Clergymen, 
but then the Church had their Company in 2 
E.ay-capacity ; and when they who were after- 


wards call d Browniſts, began to {et up, and juſti- 


fy 
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9 the Prachice of Separation, the noble Stand 

; | they made againſt them, ſhow'd they were ho- 
neſt tho weak in their Scruples 


. Ur o N. the Whole, you muſt give me leave 

t to make this Inference, That in caſe you are 

right in the Point of your Orders, itil] we are 

| upon the Level with you; and there is nothing 

upon the utmoſt you contend for more excellent 

in your Miſſion to give it a Preference: But if 
we ar in the right, then Mr. Peirce himſelf 

> I well ſtates the Caſe in his Appeal to his Brethren 

of Scotland, with which we will put an End to 

r © this Debate. . „ 

IAM grievd, ſays he, if what they pre- 

„tend is true: I am indeed grievd for your 

„ ſakes, my Brethren, that you ſhuuld be thus 

“ wand'ring without the Pale of the Church, 

| [8 from the Way of Salvation. Since ſo clear 


„ 


a Light ſhines round about you; open I be- 
> IM © ſeech you at length your Eyes, and ſuffer not 

cc your elves to remain in that thick, Darkneſs, 
in which you have liv'd hitherto. Quit your 
* groſs Errors, and diſdain not any longer to 
“accept of a New, and Valid Ordination from 
; 8 © our Engliſh Prelates. Ceaſe to deceive your 
People with a Counterfeited Authority, to de- 
© file them with profane Water, and to mock 
„ them with a ſham Euchariſt.” * 
7M Mr. Peirce 


— * 


ä 3 


* Page 61. 


V 
ohts of ſpeaking all this in Jeſt 


mion, 1 cart aſſure you, P lalet bes, h 
never in his Life ; Tpoke more honeſt Truth in 
us proceed now to Conſider what he 
her Points. hor wie 
| me wil not now. admit it; 
but 1 d be glad of a proper A of 
Hearing your Thoughts on the other 


. 
D. 
* . 


. G * g ' { * 


0 U may fix your own” 
oU*LE hear 7 me. 


4 
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